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OW tormenting, how very fatal, has Doctor 
PxresTLty's books, recommending the ap- 
plication of the electrical fire, and of artificially 
produced airs, to the human, body for the cure of 
diſeaſes, proved to manikind?—— Alas, alas! how 
much more comfortleſs, and perhaps fatal, muſt his 
degrading the co- equal Divinity of our bleſſed Lord 
and Saviour be to the ſouls of his fellow- creatures! 


Far be it from me to charge Dr. Prieſtley with 
wilfully miſleading his fellow creatures, as to theſe, or 
in other matters; on the contrary, I heartily believe 
that the Doctor meant and'wiſhed to do them real 
and great good. Unfortunately, however, for both - 
him and the world, his diſcoveries and doctrines have 
proved productive of quite contrary effects. Scores 
of thouſands of human bodies and ſpirits have been 
ſhaken, conyulſed, torn, and blaſted, by the violent, 
frequent, long-continued, and univerſal uſe (or ra- 
ther abuſe) of that tremendous power or principle, 3 
che electrical, wrathful, or infernal fire; which I Y 
take to be no other than that originally genial and A 
life-giving flood of pure elementary fire which is YA 
perpetually emaning from its great fountain the ſun, 
and penetrating one part or other of this terraqueous 2H 
globe continually day and night, fince the firft crea- 5 
WY A tion 
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tion of this our ſolar ſyſtem;—I ſay, I take the 
electrical fire to be no other than the ſolar fire in 
its degenerated, foul, and baleful ſtate, (like expired 
air, altered and loaded with phlogiſton and mephitic 
poiſon, having firſt given us life by inſpiring it) in 
which it is in our world, after it hath given forth its 
pure mild vitality in animating and nouriſhing the 
animal, the vegetable, and the mineral kingdoms of 
nature, and the three groſſer elements of air, water, 
and earth, and there undergone certain decompoſi- 
tions, concoctions, or alterations; and which fire ſo | 
altered, degenerated, and called electrical, is then 
either retained in our terraqueous globe and its at- 
moſphere, as the food of preſent or of future ven- 
geance or puniſhments, ;—or is by the Almighty 
made ſubſervient to various great, good, or to other 
( perhaps vengeful) purpoſes;—or is carried upward 
again with immenſe tides of air or æther into the 
body of the ſun, to be purified, renovated, invigo- 
lated, (as putrid, ſimilarly corrupted, or worn-out 
earth or earthy bodies, returned into the great maſs 
of the earth;—as poiſonous, foul, and worn-out 
water into the ſea;—or as foul, over-phlogiſticated, 
vapid, infectious, and deadly air, into the open 
atmoſphere, there to be ſweetened, refreſhed, re- 
"animated, and invigorated) and that electrical fire, 
air, and ether, in due time and manner to be ſent 
forth again from the fun to animate and to cheer the 
worlds, in conſtant and moſt Um circulation. 


. 


Some may contend, that as every body and ching 
in nature has in it a certain portion of the N 
3 


FFP CE v 


fire, it muſt be good and neceſſary.— Ves, that due 
portion of electrical fire which the all-wiſe Gop of 
Nature hath given to every animal and thing, is cer- 
tainly proper for its exiſtence and well-being; but 
no greater nor no leſs quantity is perfectly natural 
and falutary. -It is thought proper, by our great 
Gop, that our bodies, and that the bodies of all 
other animals, ſhould be mortal; but ſhall we ſay 
that it is right for us to increaſe and augment that 
principle, or thoſe ſeeds or ſparks of diſſolution or 
of mortality in us or in them? Surely not. 
Why then ſhould men be taught to overcharge the 
human body, and with a velocity—a blaſting deadly 
velocity and effect, exactly equal to thoſe of light- 


ning, pervade it with that tremendous, vengeful, 
infernal fire, called electricity? 5 


The beams of the ſun, in Nature's way, are in- 
diſpenſibly neceſſary to give fluidity, life, and com- 
fort, to our-bodies, and to all things; but if we 
artificially collect them, and apply them concen- 
trated or pointedly with a burning-glaſs to our 
body, or to any other thing, we burn, calcine, diſ- 
perſe, kill, or eonſume it in a moment. Water 
is indiſpenſibly neceſſary for our life and health; 
but if we overcharge our ſyſtem with even that 
mild fluid, we burſt, derange, and deſtroy it. 
A certain portion of air, of our common atmoſ- 
pheric air, inwardly and outwardly, is every moment 
indiſpenſibly neceſſary for our animal exiſtence; 
but if we apply even the pureſt and beſt air to the 
inſide or to the outſide of. our doe with a ſmith's 

Or 
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tions, ſpirits, oils, vinegars, or waters, —from certain 
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or a great forge bellows, we ſhall ſpeedily occaſion 
pain, diſeaſe, - death. Even the common culi- 
nary fire is often neceſſary for our comfort and well- 
being, but if we come too near it, or (in the ſcrip- 
ture phraſe) if we take it into our boſom, can we 
eſcape unhurt? In like manner, that tremendous 


fire, called electricity, when applied to the human 


body in any other manner, or in. any other propor- 
tion, than that in which nature doth adminiſter it, 
is always in proportion hurtful and improper. 


| Mankind are fond of new things, and they in 


general praiſe to the ſkies that art or inſtrument by 
which they get their wealth, or their living in the 
world. That the application of the electrical fire 


to the human body has done good, I do not deny; 


but J inſiſt upon it, that it has done real good but 


in a very few caſes, when compared to the maume- 


Table trials that have been made of it, in which it 
has either ſenſibly hurt the patient, or totally failed 
in curing the convulſed, tremulous, and debilitated 


victim of diſeaſe and of that infernal fire. And 


even in every. one of the very few caſes in which it 
has relieved or cured, I am moſt clearly and deci- 
dedly of opinion, that equal relief or cure might 
have been received from eaſier, ſafer, and more na- 
tural means; I mean from frictions with warm 
hands, cloths, or bruſhes; with the alternate appli- 
cation of camphorated, bitter, aromatic fomenta- 


hving; vegetable leaves, farinaceous ſeeds and herbs, 


poultices, or cataplaſms; from the proper uſe of 
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warm water, mud, and earth-baths; and of water in 
which the electrical fire is naturally excited, and 
naturally allayed, meliorated, or tempered by the 
ſoothing and eine elements of water 1 
atmoſpheric air. 5 


Yes, Nature 8 clerical ns are, walking, 
frictions, briſk winds, or ſea water among rocks, + 
&c. violently daſhed and' agitated by high winds 
and tides into a milky white ſoapy froth; or living 
rain or ſpring water ruſhing down mountains or hills, 
natural or artificial cataracts, or from mill-dams, &c. 
in ſnowy white torrents, in which the latent fire of 
nature is, in her own way, moſt powerfully OG 
and tempered by the grand mediator water. 


airs from certain chemical admixtures, lictle 
can ever reſult from them to ſick perſons; but to 
my knowledge much real hurt. Among other fatal 


fixible air, I beg leave to adduce the following. 


Twelve years ſince, while I was in Neweaſtle-on- 


a- which was deemed of the putrid kind or tendency. 
m Old Dr. ——, the phyſician who was employed, 
lis was a very great admirer of Dr. Prieſtley's diſcove- 


ries and doctrines; he accordingly thought that an 
atmoſphere fully impregnated with fixed air would 
be a great antiſeptic, or reſiſter of the putrefaction. 
He therefore ordered a 8 pail or tub to be brought into 
the 


effects produced by what the Doctor calls fixed or 


Tyne, a young lady was ſeized with a fore throat, 


* 


As to the falutary effects of artificially p ds 
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the patient's room, with chalk and water in it, to 
which was added, from time to time, the acid ſpirit 
of vitriol; but for which, we have, I may ſay 
always, the acid of brimſtone. The conſequence of 
this was, that the young lady, and all that were in 
her room, began ſoon to cough and to be ſuffocated. 
Thoſe of the family who could get out of the room 
into the open air, recovered, but the young lady, 
who was confined to her bed, ſoon died, or rather 
was Unatentonaly Killed by it. 


| - have no good opinion of the articles em aljed 
in producing the dephlogiſticated air; but however 
good that artificially produced air may be, enough 
of it cannot eaſily be produced and applied. to ſerve 
any great good purpoſe in the prevention or cure of 
diſeaſes. For theſe important purpoſes, (next to 
general temperance, exerciſe, early hours, and true 
religion,) there is nothing like a free communica- 
tion with light, and with the good common atmo- 
ſpheric air, and the judicious inward and e 
uſe of ſimple or of medicated water. 


= 
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N. B. Than myſelf, few men have a better right 
to ſpeak concerning the real effects of electricity on 
the human body; becauſe no man in the world ever 
had ſo large, ſo elegant, ſo magnificent an electrical 
apparatus, as I have had; and I was unfortunately 
ignorantly converſant with the practice and appli- 
cation of it to the human body, in every form, for 
more than ten years. But although I ſtill have the 
great and very magnificent electrical temple in my 

poſſeſſion 


e ix. 


poſſeſſion at Edinburgh, I have now entirely laid 
aſide that unnatural and hurtful practice, I hope for 
ever; and I wiſh all mankind, in that at leaſt, te 
follow my example. 


CO ———————  —— ̊. — —— 


This little, but I conceive, important work (the 
poſtſcript or appendix excepted) was written in the 
Ifle of Man, in the month of July 1788, on the 
riſing in my heart of that Bright and Morning Star! 
which is the glorious harbinger of the bliſsful ever- 
laſting day. | 


If any one ſhould ſay, after reading the following 


weets. that here the worm Graham is oppoſing the 


giant Prieſtley, I will confeſs the charge; —decla- 
ring, however, at the ſame time, that it is not in 
my own ſtrength, but under the Banner, with the 
Arms, and in the Omnipotent Name of the Moſt 
High and ever-living Gop! whoſe decrees who 


can reverſe?—whoſe power who—who can repel? 


| 
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FF is generally agreed, that the darkneſs is greateſt imme, 
- diately before the dawning or the break of day, and that 
extremes are prodiiftive-of and lead to their once oppoſite 
extremes. Satan therefore, now ſeeing that his kingdom or 
empire is about to be ſhaken to the very centre, and perhaps 
ſoon to be totally overthrown, overflows with malice and ma- 
lignity, and exerts (yea, ſtrains to the uttermoſt) every—the 
moſt powerful engines and inſtruments to counteratt and to 
defeat, if poſſible, the univerſal, full, and final promulgation 
and eſtabliſhment of the all bleſſing and all-glorious kingdom 
of Jeſus Chriſt! the only. begotten and ever well- beloved 
Son of GoD! the Lord and Saviour of the world which, 
from various ſtrong circumſtances, ſeems now about to burſt 
in bleſedneſs pon” the world, —— — | 


| ves that ces intellectual Hyhe, that univerſally melting 
love, and that everlaſting life of ineffable bleſſedneſs, which 
are purchaſed” and ſecured to us alone by the wondrous in- 
carnation, life, death, reſurrection, aſcenſion, and metliation, 
| „ of 
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ot beloved Jeſus Chriſt! ſeem now, as in the fulneſs of 
the ordained time, according to the eternal, irreverſible, and 
irreſiſtible decree of Almighty Gop! to be about breaking 
forth through thoſe thick and baleful clouds of error and of 
obſtinacy,—of delufion and deiſm,—of infidelity and atheifm, 
which the prince of darkneſs, the father of all lies and delu- 

| fion,—of pride and of preſumption, —the god of the fallen 
5 world, and his emiſſaries, have raiſed and hitherto with hor. 


85 do _ rible, and (by us) unconquerable ſucceſs maintained. 


How apprehenſive, zealous, and ſtraitened, much the arch. 
deceiver and deſtroyer now be, when (permitted that the 
fuperior power, goodneſs, and glory of our dear Saviour may 
be magnified and manifeſted) he has permiſſion and power to 
uſe even radicallygood men, and men gifted with the greateſt 
natural, and illuſtrated by the moſt ſplendid and ſpecious 
acquired abilities, to prop his ſtricken and tottering empire, 
by exciting and combining them artificially to contract and 
to freeze the minds of mankind, by evaporating, with the dia. 
| bolical heat of their zeal, the ſweet evangelical radical heat 
of their fouls; and inſidiouſſy leſſening, withdrawing, and 
flealing away Him whom all heaven-born ſouls love, even 
Jeſus their light and life, —their f ſun and ſhield, —their ns 
tower in adverſities—their hiding-place in every ſtorm. 
their wondrous, their ineffable All! 


When children, in periloys and lonny times, are ſeen 
picking out bits of cementing lime from the ſides of our only 


"+ _ houle, from qur onby tower of ſhelter and defence, we ap- 


prehend but little or no danger; — but when ſtrong men, 
when the proud giants of human wit and learning attack it, 
and ar zealouſly ynited and determined 9 lefſen, the im. 


portance, 


. 

 portanre, and if poſſible to remove from his place the all. 

ſupporting chief Corner-ſtone! it is high time for every friend 

of the houſe (however weak any of its friends may be) to 

rouſe, and to oppole with all their might ſuch daring and 
dangerous attempts. Not that there is any real danger, nor „ 
even poſſibility, of theſe bitter and zealous enemies, or of the 
ſpecious yet falſe friends, to ſucceed, or effeft their parpoſe; 
for we are aſſured by Truth and Omnipotence itſelf, that all 
the united powers of earth and of hell ſhall never be able to 
prevail againſt that eternal Rock! but toſhew their firm attach - 

ment, their love, and their zeal, to defend and to etak it, 


Nor can it be doubted, bleſſed be Gon? but that even 
theſe preſent ſtrong attempts to degrade the ſupreme or co- 
equal Divinity of our bleſſed Saviour Jeſus Chriſt! are per- 
providence, to magnify His majeſty, to diſplay more nearly, 

more clearly, and more widely, his ſupreme beauty and love» 
lineſs to quickeh and unfold the ſeeds of faith and love in 
the hearts of his redeemed, —and to exalt and illuſtrate His 
wondrous nature and His holy name; and all this according. 
to His general or perhaps conſtant ways of working, by the 
weakeſt, meaneſt, and moſt deſpiſed means or inſtruments, 


in the eſtimation of us poor, blind, n. e 
vile and firong mortals. 
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For this humble and weak REG 1 need make no apology 
to thoſe humble, child-like, and loving ſouls, to whom the 
wondrouſly loving Jeſus is moſt heartily dear and infinitely 

| precious; but I muſt beſeech Dr. Joſeph Prieſtley, the ſociety 
of which he is ſaid to be the head and oracle, and indeed every © 
one who through grace does not as a little 1 child re- 
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ed Jeſus, 
or cleaves faſt to the robe of his power and rightgouſneſs, and 
whoſe only view and ambition is to be brought with Him. 
and preſented by Him to our Father which is in heaven! in- 
the morning of that general reſurrection day whoſe noon is 
eternity I muſt and humbiy do beſeech Dr. Prieſtley, his 
predeceſſors, and qũs followers, to bear with me, a weak, un- 


worthy, and deſpiſed worni, not whilſt I enter the liſts in this 
faſhiomable and increaſing! controverſy, but while I humbly, 
endeavor as amediator; to moderate intempetate zeal on the 


one, hand, and to.rouſe languid affections on the other; and 
to hope that from this colliſion the ſweet light of truth and 
chriflianity may appear; and ſteadily ſhine, and as Og ney 

wn ts one ord 942 4 
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Permit me, my deat fellow creatures, in me Gif ON to 


acknowledge, what I am aware in general will leſſen with 
deiſts, &c. the weight of Whatever I here advance, that I 


: have never read any of Dr. Prieſtley's-very numerous and 


volüminous publications except ſeveral years ago lightly 
looking over his books on electricity, and on certain airs, 
autificially,excited and produced, and very lately his Letters 
to the es. I may likewiſe mention, that I heard the Doctor 
preach ſeveral times in his Meeting-Houſe in Birmingham, 
but that was two or three years ago, before I had, through the 
wondrous mercifulneſs of Gop! ſeen the ſupreme beauty, or 
had taſted ſo ſenſibly how. very good the Lord Jeſus is, or 
hed humbly and ſincerely deſired and endeavoured to obey. 
his precepts, and to imitate Him,—or, in other words, before 
I was horn again a Chtiſtian ; and therefore I had no true and 


mixed: ſtandard whereby to judge of lis doctrine; ſo that what 
I know of his ſentiments e che beloved Redeemer 


| 33 . #: of 
= : 0 8 


1 


of mankind, I have learned only from general report in acci- 
dental converſation with ſome literary gentlemen, who have 
read and conſidered a c 88 writings on this. great 
ſubjeR. $7 2581 


The Doctors few ſhort 3 to the Jews, which I read 
but once and haſtily over, (notwithſtanding the ſtrong odium 
and virulence againſt his principles in the leſs temperate and 
leſs conſiderate part of the chriſtian world): filled my head 
with great ideas of the Doctor's genius, and my heart even 
Wh to running over with love and aſſection towards him for what 
: I cannot properly expreſs. Pity, I think, was the predomi- 
pant emotion of my ſoul towards him. I was grieved that 
5 F ſo great and ſo good-meaning a man was the (at preſent) un- 

7 fortunate leader of a partially blind and unhappy band, and 
ear he had not ge: ſeen the wondrous - the ſupreme beauty. 
or had taſted, in every faculty of his ſoul, how ſurpaſſingly 
precious, how wondrouſly ſweet it is to love above all, and 
o be beloved of the ineffably amiable and condeſcending 
WT jeſus; who, 1 hope, nevertheleſs beholds him, though as yet 
under the fig-tree,” and who will yet arreſt him with his 
ight and love, though even on the toad to another“ Da- 
maſcus. And as the Doctor's genius and aſſections ſeem 
o be vivid and ĩntenſe, I truſt chat he will then (when fully 
and effectually turned by our Heavenly Father in His only 
degotten and dearly beloved Son!) not only run, but Rusn. 
ith more than the ever · increaſing electrical velocity, to the 
dorable Jeſus, Chriſt; the Alone the Prime Conductor to 
e Father of Eternal Life, Light, and: Felicity ;—and that. 
aving but once touched, and being ſaturated with, the divine 
re and truth, he will be with equal ſwiftneſs ſent forth into 
e world, or to worlds, to ile, to uche ta inflame, to 

illuminate, 


o 6 


illuminate, and to draw innumerable ſouls after him to the 
Dear and Omnipotent Redeemer? And who knows but this 
office may be the Doctors bliſsful puniſhment for his preſeꝑt 
miſtaken labours; puniſhment, I ſay, as thereby he will be 
kept a while from the more ſteady, fixt, and full contempla- 
uon and enjoyment of the tranſcendent n, 88 and 
glory, of Jeſus! 2 _ INS 
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1 Mien a ü e withell onwith meat of eder 
| 1 | Prieftley's ſentiments: and expreſſions in his Letters to the 
feu; eſpecially in regard to their future and perhaps ſpeedy 
1 eonverſion and re-eſtabliſhment in their native country, and 
: in the great city of that once, and conſequently for ever higlly- 
I; Favoured people; for thoſe whom Gop in Chriſt once loves, i . 
be loves unto che end, even eternally, For although no man Wl 
ö continues the very ſame either in body or in mind fot uvo mo- iſ 
© ments together; yet with GoD and his counſels or purpoſes, 
\f _— I ee e ee 
| 
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When inflamed by ſelk imerel. Mas winder 
enemy or devil, I have hitherto always ſpoken and written 
= with harſh, unbecoming, and ungentleman-like virulence, 
4 againſt every one who in'my vain and fooliſh imagination 
affronted, oppoſed, or diſhonoured me; but fince our won- 
drous Saviour Chriſt hath taken me into his ſchool, and made 
me ſit lovingly at his feet as a little child, under the teaching 
of the Holy Ghoſt!-the Camforter,-the Spirit of Truth !-the 
1 leader into all truth, -the bringer of all things to remembrance! 
. the Sanflifier! and put into my hands Bp. Watſon's Apology 
for Chriſtianity, and Dr. Prieſtley's Letters to the Jews, to 
i amuſe me in the intervals between the great, and fweet, and 

infinitely and eternally important leflons which be ſo-kindly 


4 and 


EN NSS 2 22 gg I TW 


1 

and fo mercifully teaches me in that tranſcendently precious 
book of his own compoſition, the Bible! 1 feel my nature, 
my apprehenſions, my views, and my deſires, totally altered, 


childlike teachableneſs, reign; and to uſe a modern phraſe in 
a proper ſenſe, I am become a Gentleman, —yeaa Chriſtian, 
and am daily treaſuring up true riches. Yes, next under 
Divine Grace and the Bible, thoſe two -pamphlets have 
neſs—have wide me a Chriſtian! and conſequent, not- 
withſtanding all the changes, chances, and ftorms of this 
= preſent momentary life, that may and that muſt happen, I am, 
DO Wannen a more and more happy being. 


erful, and Glorious Creator, Supreme and Abſolute Pyeſerver 
and Ruler of the immenſe, harmonious, and moſt beautiful 
pniverſe, hath ordained a cheque or remedy againſt the over. 
growth or peculiar evil which is ſo wiſely and ſo kindly 
annexed to every thing in the natural and moral worlds; 
the purport of this Epiſtle, from a mere babe in Chriſtianity 


them to conſider, under the humbly and ardently implored 
Influence of the Holy Spirit! whether it may not be our duty 
and ourexceeding great conſolation, at this great, and to ſome, 
alarming criſis, in all humility, meekneſs, and love, to unite 
ourſelves more and more cloſely and affeRionately together, 
to implore direttion how, and the bleſſedneſs of humbly yet 
zealouſly and effeftually'in love defending true Chriſtianity 
againſt the formidable and inſidious attacks of thoſe who call 

themſelves learned and philoſophical men, and of more igno- 
rant 


% 


* 


and even reverſed. Selfiſhneſs and the world are now to me 
comparatively dead, and diſappear. Humility, love, and 


Conlidering that the Great, infinitely Wiſe, Good, Pow- 0 


to his brethren in our Dear Lord! is to excite and to admoniſn 


* "(+10 J ; | 1 
rant end riaticious perſons; oil o, alert aridinagnify the 


kingdom of our Deareſt Saviour againſt thoſe who ſeem in- 
en * it, to Ae or to N it ee 
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helpleſs and impotent creatures, can do any thing eſſential in 


ſo great a work; but thereby to approve ourſelves in the eye 
of our Beloved Saviour! magnanimous and valiant ſoldiers, 
by fighting with our ſpiritual weapons the battles of our Lord! 
—or dutiful and true children, faithful ſhepherds, vigilant 
Redeemer! and under his Grace and Benediction enlarging 
his boundleſs kingdom, by convineing the unbelieving, root- 
ing, eſtabliſhing, building up, and ſtrengthening the weak 


and wavering hearted; — and by theſe acts enen * 


N ee conſolations to our own n 


Societic being aftually f nts for the bee aps 
of degrading the ever-blefſed Jeſus! our alone Saviour, let 


us, my brethren, boldly march up to the camp and head 


quarters of the enemy, in London, Paris, Edinburgh, &c. and 
by 'public advertiſements call together ſome of the moſt zea- 
lous friends and followers of our dear Lord! who with won-' 
fer and delight feel themſelves now freed from their former 
chains and darkneſs, and by His Holy Spirit brought into 
His marvellous light and liberty, that we may deliberate on 
what ſteps ſhould be taken in ſo great a work. In the mean 


time let us be exhorted to pray, according to the ſcripture ex- 
hortation, comparatively without ceaſing, that the Gop and 


Father of our dear Lord Jeſus Chriſt? will for His fake, by 
His Holy Spirit! illuminate the minds of mankind with the 
cer light of truth, which is the true goſpel! and incline 
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our hearts more and more thankfully to embrace it; that the 
kingdom of Go in Chriſt may come, and be univerſally 
eſtabliſhed ;—that we may be inſtructed and inclined by the 
Holy Spirit to pray acceptably and effeftually for all thoſe 
who are combined, or combining, or © raging” againſt the 
Lord's Anointed! that they may be enabled to ſee, and to 
look upon Him whom they have pierced, and to mourn, and 
to turn to Him with contrition and with love;—that we may 
be enabled to pray for them, as did our bleſſed Lord for his 
murderers, when his Divinity was veiled with our human 
nature here on earth ;—that He may have compaſſion on the 
multitudes who have no ſpiritual food to eat, no living water 
= to drink, and to refreſh their ſouls in this (to them) truly 
W barren and weary wilderneſs; that the poor, the blind, and 
naked, may be ſpiritually enlightened, that they may be clo- 
WF thed with the dear Redeemer's righteouſneſs, and enriched - 
WF and adorned with his wondrous graces and ſalvation; for 
without his 1mage our ſouls are ugly and deformed, and with- 
out his love, lifeleſs. And finally, that all thoſe who are yet 
in the clouds, miſts, and tempeſts of error, deluſion, and con- 
fliting paſſions, —or in the twilight of convitions,—or ſtill 
under chains bound faſt in total darkneſs, —or that are alto- 
gether out of the way of life! thronged, joſtled, tormenting 

and tormented in the broad path going down through the firſt 
to the ſecond death; let us humbly, ardently, and conſtantly 

pray, that they may be effeCtually delivered, by that unknown 

or rejected Ranſom, whom Infinite Wiſdom and Infinite 

Goodneſs hath found! and that they may be brought into 8 

A light and 2 855 of the fons of Gor! 1 


Suffer me too, my dear brethren, in the mean time to ſug- ' 
gelt for your conſideration, whether in n every clty and town 
C in 
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in Wa Chriſtian world, a place _ of worſhip (bowl not 
be exefted, io adyance to the utmꝗſt of our power, thę honour 


ol our dear Redeemer, and the edification and comfort, of our 


own ſouls; and that theſe places of worſhip ſhould not inter- 

lere with nor be intended to ſuperſede the duty and propriety 
of duly altending the great eſlabliſhed churches of the reſpec- 
tive kingdoms, but that the ſacred Scriptures ſhould be de- 
routly, deliberately, and emphatically read in them, and the 
Pſalms of David ſung and | giyen out line by line, not to new, 
difficult, or fantaſtic tunes, but to ſweet, ſimple, long-toned, 
melodious, ſoul-touching tunes, that can eaſily be joined in by 
the great bulk of the congregations. And that- this ſolemn, 
moſt deliberate, audible, and emphatic reading « of the Sacred 
Word and Will of Gop! and true Pſalm- -linging, with ſhort 
occaſional explanations, and ejaculatory prayers and praiſing, 
ſhould be continued every day of the year without interrup- 
tion, by the moſt devout men and beſt readers, from eight in 
the morning till eight at night, This daily. ſolemn worſhip 


and ſervice to be begun and. concluded with either an extem- 


pore or ſet form of prayer, magnifying the Great Redeemer! 
and a benediftion in His moſt Holy Name. 


In or at the doors of thoſe. houſes of praiſe and true wor- 
ſhip, we would never, on any account, have any pecuniary 


collections, nor any locked, hired, or appropriated pes or 
ſeats; but let us molt earneſtly exhort eyery one, high and 


low, poor and rich, as they cannot caſt in any thing that is 


their own, nor any thing that they have not received, let us 


exhort them, with the por vide ig the goſpel, as they; enter, 
to throw into the treaſury their two mites, even their ſoul and 
body, their whole, hying,—alltheir faculties, to praiſe and 
magnify the beloved Jeſus Chnſt! the Lord and Saviour of 

8 the 
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the Wörld, 46 be dccepted ad Iangiffed by Hits, wi ie 
mate His willing and uſeful ſervants. e 2059 ee 


If any name or diſtinction be neceſſary for theſe places of 
worthip, they may be called fimply the Treafury, or the True 
Chutch! The helpleſs poor mult be ſupported and com- 
forted, aka Collections &c. made for that and for other public 
purpoſes; and the fore Zealbiis and conſtant attenders arid 
SALEH Af mefe Propoſed places bf worthip; fhoutl be liberal 
in giving alms at the other Places of worſhip; and the great 
Advoctte and Frieffd o We poor and diſtreſſed will be ever 
and dffetually pleading iti the hearts of His true and faithful 
followers 10 fearch out teal” private objects of charity, the 
 ighofalit; the aged, (he forförn, the ek, and the ſorrowful, and 
t6 felieve tem to the ürrtiöſt öf their ability, not once only, 
but Nescttt) ffrougtrlife, both With food and raimeiit, and ſpi-. 
KUN counfetsand cbnfofstibns; and above all, exhorting them 
t flee id l Ohinipotent Redeemer Jeſus Chriſt! and to 
Eleave Uofer utid cloſer to Him alone, for preſent comfort 


and för etefnal life and happineſs. 


Oni kow loft, cold, dark, and unhappy, is hat day in which 
Sur foulf ces not flütter, Fearn, ſpring up, and gulh out at our 
eyes in admiration and love towards our wondrous Redeemer! 
or in compaſſion and charity towards the erring, the ſpiritu.. 
ally blind, the deſtitute, or the afflicted of our fellow creatures! 
THe hüingry and thirſty and loving fouls, {ho have hut once 
ſeen the beauty but once taſted of the fiveets of Jeſus! will 
ever more languifh for his love—will be moſt fully con- 
vinced that there is no other real joy; and when he is abſent | 
or ſeemeth to withdraw froth theit fouls, they will mourn, yet 

they will pour dur their BenevVetences and their lobe upon all 
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his friends and followers; for; Jeſus is more to a heaven-born | 
ſoul, than the ſoul is to the body, - than light to the eyes of 


men, 


Formerly, becauſe of the diſſolute and very unchriſtian 
lives and converſations of too many of the Clergy of every 
eſtabliſhed church in the world, whom I had obſerved, or with 
whom I had become acquainted; and becauſe I myſelf, being 
then no Chriſtian, had conceived. a prejudice and even a 


bitter enmity againſt ALL clergymen, and delighted on every 


occaſion to aſperſe and to diſhonour them but now, Gop 
be praiſed! the root of bitterneſs being I truſt removed, or 
much weakened, if not altogether rooted out, I am taught to 


Pity, to reſpeR, and even to honour every Clergyman in the 


world, if not always for their own worthineſs, yet for the ſake 
of their great, ſacred, and adorable real or nominal Maſter !— 


and becauſe my ſoul irreſiſtibly ſwells and overflows -almoſt 


daily with admiration and love towards our Great and Good 


Gop! for, having in every age, in every country, in every 
church, and even in every little diſſenting ſeft, ſent both great 


and good men, who have been his faithful witneſſes, and 


ſweetly burning and ſhining lights-in their generation, and in 
their appointed ſpheres, and for ſo many whoſe ſpiritual light 
and warmth (long ſurviving their corporeal) hath reached 


our preſent day. But oh! above all, let us ardently and con- 


tinually bleſs Gop for the wondrouſly illuminating and com. 
fortable revelation of his will and falvation in the ſacred 
volume!—a volume as far excellding any other book in the 


world, as the wiſdom and goodneſs of the Omniſcient and 
Omnipotent Gop! doth thoſe of a weak man;—a volume 


infintely more precious to heaven-touched ſouls, than all the 


gold, ſilver, precious ſtones, and ſenſual pleaſures in the world; 
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—yea, more infinitely valuable and glorious than is the ſun of 
our ſyſtem to the momentary light and warmth of one burn- 
ing ſtraw. But to the natural and unenlightened man or 
woman, however moral or ſelf. righteous they may be, the 
Bible is but en and a eee dead leuer 
—a ſealed Wan 3 


1 and great on; _y 3 every. nk. 2 truly 
pious ſoul to bleſs Go, in the courſe of their occaſional 
reading for uſeful and. inſtruftive relaxation from their daily 
and intenſe meditation in the great volume of the divine light 
and revealed will, for the works of thoſe wiſe and holy men 
and women who have in their ſeveral ſucceeding generations 


appeared in the Jewiſh, in the Romiſh, in the Lutheran, and 


in the Calviniſtic churches; and indeed, in all or in moſt of 
the little neglected pr. deſpiſed churches, ſefts, or branches. 
that have from time io time ſprung from them; and much 
are we indebted to, and much ſhould we adore, the goodneſs 
of Gop for the tranſmitted labours and leſſer lights of what 
is called the heathen ſages and worthies, which have ruled, 
and ſo Pala mm in their. eg of the intel- 


5 n f to the 8 attending FA buildings repairs, 


lights ; in the winter ſeaſon, &c. they muſt be defrayed by 


purely voluntary ſubſcriptions, or teſtamentary donations, 


known opulence and eſtabliſhed. credit, appointed for that 
purpoſe, each donation to be recorded i in proper books. 


paid into the hands of ſome pious and . men of 


Hows ſabbath evening a "Ana may 9 8 on that 
e of all n the Incarnation, &c, which the angels 
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unde: with vonder dere to lock into, and more Fang 
and clearly to ufderttatiGd Voll the füpteffle beauty 4nd Att. 
blenefs of the deat Ndelfr Mer on the freefleſs and 0 
reiguty &f Divitle Grace and df Radesmigg Love! Tue 
preachers, if they pleaſe, may dfterwitas give in their fer- 
mons to a committee appointed for that pufpöfe, "Who Will | 
annually print thoſe that may be approved and ſelected; to- 
zether with ſignal converſions ind experiencts, Which are 
arguments or wdapots that touch for deeply atid effeQttl.. 
ally; ard five, ten, or twenty gaitieat in calh; of partly in the 
beſt books, to be given as 4 premaiiith' to the ut of the belt, 
and of the fecon And third beſt ſefmbhe? hn Nimilt or leet 


 preminithis, as funds will "tht, 18s be wen is tht m bt 
Woman, or to thoſt men md wornth, 


WHO bv attended the 
daily ferbice moſt Uiligerieh throughont the ear; d hct 
voice ball been diſtifgulffled, nt as the lotideft, Pit tHe beft, 
erbeten. Fovdteh, an off melodic, id itt Cutts. 

A Bethe or coimtniittee of correfponitdhee al over” "this 
globe i may be infliedted, för advancing the ſiiterefts of dat 


beloved RedeeniFf and for the reciptbodtibiis, Mattai 


on 
and confirmation, of the beſt and moſt chriſtian affeQichs 10 


that in due time a bright and everlaſting chain of Chriſtian 


love. a foft and ſilxen band of divine anity, maß encircle 
the whole earth, drawing the thrice happy few, whoſe heart 
and faces ar Heaveri-Ward, more ail nofe cordially together; 
and binding them clofer and clofer to their beft balovet eſis} 
infomuch that infidel and heathenim ſcoffers, Atheiſts, ald 
Deiſts, may be cofftralnect to ery out, 48 Gd their brotic | 
infidels of old, Behold, how they loye one another! —and 
love, love to Gop and man, is the ne and the great com- 
mandment which our dear Lord g gave us, yea, Which He hint 
ſelf declared to be the FULFILLING of the whole law. 


17 ) 
Ang as the human * is naturally irritable and iraſcible, 
and as controverly, 2 and diſputes of any kind, eſpecially in 
matters which never han. nor ever were intended to be fully 
or clearly underſtood in this world, ſerve only to ſour, irri- 
tate, inflame, and. madden even the beſt, but eſpecially natural 
and carnal minds, the members of the Treaſury or True 
Church, and all who love the Lord Jeſus Chriſt in ſincerity 
and ſupremely, 1 muſt be exhorted, elpecially in theſe times, to 
ayoid even the mentioning of a word, phraſe, or term, not 
ſcriptural or eſſential to ſalvation, that can offend natural men 
or men, or even our weaker and, inordinately zealous bre- 
thren and liſters; and to keep cloſe to the ſound doctrines and 
words of our bleſſed and highly bleſſing Bible; avoiding to 


care about, and to mention but as little as poſſible in public 
sos in private, (except when enjoined by the eſtabliſhed form 


of any national church) the words Perſons, Trinity, Original 4 
Sin, Election, Reprobation, Perſeverance of the Saints, the 
Reſurrection of the ſame body, &c. and in love and faith let us 
Nate of ial, continually fighting i in ache x name and trength of 
our dear Saviour! againſt the fleſh, the world, and the devil; 
let us, who are bleſſed with the touchſtone and the witneſs 
within, content ourſelves, I ſay, during the few moments of 
our exile and probationary pilgrimage, with having none other 
than the religion and the words of the Old and New Teſta- 
ments, and embracing wholly and cordially, with trembling 
humility, yet with firm faith and ever flowing love and admi- 
ration, Jeſus Chriſt! the only begotten and ever dearly be- 
loved Son of Gop! and the alone Saviour of the world, as 
our Whole hope and portion both here and hereafter, and as 
the only true and ever:living way, che truth, the reſurrection, | 
and 0 eternal life! rb of us crying continually with his 
* S whole 
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„hole body, ſpirit, and ſoil," Wha have 1 on bark; O 


* LoRD, but Thee; nn is none in the heavens that I 


” * deſire beſides Thee! 4g 


In a word, 


guments, but by prayer for them, and weeping over them in 
all love and compaſſion, let us earneſtly implore the Irre- 
ſiſtible Drawer to draw them, the Almighty Saviour to ſave 
them, and the Infallible Teacher to teach them, and to make 
us all wiſe unto falyation; and by the Holy, Univerſal, Inef- 


fable Spirit, to comfort, ſanctify, and ſeal us, until the bright. 


neſs of the everlaſting and all · diſcloſing day break upon our 


fouls, and the final conſummation of our redemption; let us 


not only with reſignation but with joy take up the croſs, and 
follow our dear Lord whitherſoever he leadeth; dying daily 


more and more unto ourſelves, and to the world, and living 


more and more in all newneſs of life and views, to the ſervice 
and edification of the bodies and ſouls of all our fellow crea- 
tures without exception, eſpecially to the houſhold of the true 
faith, and to the honour and glory of our great GoD! and by 


maintaining conſtant and ever-increaſing purity, moderation, 


and ſelf-denial, as to thoſe appetites and paſſions which we 
have in common with the verieſt brutes; and by flowing out 
of ourſelves continually in love and good offices to all man- 
kind, and towards our beloved Saviour, who hath declared that 


inaſmuch as we do any kindneſs to one of the leaſt of his 
people, we do it to himſelf! Let us ſtrive by temperance and ' 
felf.denial to become in body and in ſoul pure, and as it were 


tranſparent, and more and more capacious temples for His 
Holy Spirit to dwell in, and to flow forth from in merciful 
viſitations 


9 


Let us not contradift nor irritate our weak 
or ignorant brother, but mildly repreſent the truth as far as 
we ourſelves may be inſtructed, and not by many words or ar- 
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4 1 
| e inclined. df loa HD the Incom. 
prehenſible Trinity! let us refer them to a ſermon of the late 
Dean Swift on that ſubjeR, generally to be found in the firſt 
volume of his works; and happy would it have been for that 
poor; proud, pitiable man, if he had never written or publiſhed 
OST OPTI an: 
«wilt N 
8 n 1 affon thas De. Priefiley is abſolutely 
or fatally wrong, or that, 1 myſelf am infallibly and in al 
points right; I haye, however, the clear, cordial, and infal- 
_ /iblc witneſs within me, that I am ſayingly and eternally ſafe, 
as u che conduR I recommend to myſelf and to all the world; 
becauſe it appears to me to bear che very image and ſuper- 


kindleth thoſe holy and heavenly deſires and delights which 
can come from none other than from Gop! and which alone 
can lead us up to Him ut that we may lay the indiſpenſibly 
neceſſary ground Work for rightly and unnerringly judging, 
and for attaining to the. truth, let us all inſtantly and ſteadily 
through CO SORTS great and 
nel ch | | 


„ l Priefley himſelf 
and. his aſſociates may find, that I do not very materially dil 
fer in my ſentiments from them. So much the better 
| Taught by their. candour and politeneſs, I do not mean to 
uritate, or violently to oppoſe any man, far leſs any body of 
relpettable men. aa eat Waden 
wer? - that 


— 


ſeription of Gon I and che teſtimony of that Holy Spirit 


'| (88) r 
that till the Holy Spirit of Gov ſhed upon them more light, 
and till the infinitely condeſcending and compaſſionate Jeſus 
meets with them in the way, and diſcovers to'them his ſu- 
preme and ineffable beauty, amiableneſz, and lovelineſs! and 
ſmites their ſouls, penetrating arid inflaming them with His 
ſweetly agonizing and moſt wondrots love! I wiſh them to 
| Keep their opinions to themſelves, and not to publiſh them, 
e great grief of the humble yet ardent lovers of the Lamb! 
2 iſcouragement and death of the ſtaggering and weak 
and as adminiſtering matter of momentary exulta- 
tion and of imaginary triumph tothe inſidious and the repro- 
bate ſcoffers of our holy religion, and to the avowed deiſtical 
Philiſtines who under. value the true David! and who in hor- 
rible effect, even defy the armies of the living Gov! and 


turning from the golpel Tight, run mc Ap darkneſs. 
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"Attacked and ſarrounded from ith ae wither with 
enemies and dangers, as even the very beſt of mortals here 
are, is it not moſt eruel in Dr. Prieſtley and his followers to 
ehdeavour to ſap the foundation of chat firong faith upon 

which alone they can Rand through life,” at death, and in 
eternity; —an{ to weaken the ſtaff and the ſhield by which 
alone they can be ſupported and defended in this dark wilder- 
neſs through which they travel; A wilderneſs full of briars 
and thorns, of precipices and pits,—of ſavage monſters, of 
mercileſs devils, and of fierce beaſts. —Alas! alas! to whom 
to whom elſe ſhall hex row ene ee 
. Jar” © 4 r 
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Süßer, ch! Luffer, © the humble, wy b and SPP 
hearted, to lean on their Beloved in their ſhort but dangerous 
journey; E let them fill tremble, and weep, and cleave cloſer 
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| and cloſer to Him who hath hitherto been all to them that their 


hearts can deſire; and if they are wrong in their devotion 


and ſupreme attachment to Him] leave it to Him, when He 


awakes them refreſhed and enlightened after the momentary 
yet neceſſary ſleep of death in his boſom,—leave it, I pray 


- you, to Him to inform them better,—to ſettle in admiration 


and in love all diſputes, and to preſent them purified, holy, 
and acceptable, to his and our Father! to whom, having given 
up Himſelf and his kingdom, HE may be worſhipped eter- 
nally, as the All-Glorious and All-Bleſſing ALL IN ALL! 


We conſider and revere With you, our as yet {ſpiritually ) 
unborn brothers, what our gracious Saviour hath Himſelf 
declared of the ſuperiority of our Father which is in, Heaven! 
yet we intreat you to conſider that we are here ſo placed and 
conſtituted, that thoſe who truly feel themſelves regenerated. . 
and ſaved alone through the love and merits of Jeſus Chriſt, 
the Son of Gop! cannot help loving Him equally, if not 
ſupremely; and they would equivocate, and belie their real 
feelings and the truth, were they to pretend or to aſſert the 
contrary. . And it ſeems to me probable, that the Son's finally 
(when His work is finiſhed) delivering up the kingdom into 
the hands of His Father! which we read of in Scripture, may 
be no other than His directing or delivering up the ſouls and 
affections of His redeemed. to their proper and final Object, 


the Eternal Father Spirit! whoſe totally unmerited and un- 


looked for loye firſt moyed forth through the Son and the 


Holy Ghoſt! eee R IN that He, the 
Halen mm. "ts 


| eee ins na. eee to pray to | 


and to bleſs. the Father through che Son!—to ner 
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| LG ca bad d Wi Ui towards Him, from 5 
whom, like a mighty and ancient river, they cannot be 


turned,—till He, our Saviour Himſelf! here or hereafter 
ſhall be pleaſed to turn them ne arora, ing 
VG Ie?” Mg ED 
FF . | 

For kin Ear we but love ſupremely the Power that raiſed 
us from the dead, and that opened our eyes,—the hand that 
took us from the mire and clay in which we were faſt ſtuck, 
chat knocked off our heavy fetters, and our galling yokes? 


And how can we but moſt affectionately and ſupremely love 


(eſpecially in this ſtate of weakneſs and imperfeQtion) that 


boſom upon which we are to ſleep, and that power by which 


we are to be quickened, and who is itſelf the © Reſur- 
reftion, and our Eternal Life and Felicity!——Enable us, 
then, O tranſcendently amiable Jeſus Chriſt! 'O enable us to 


love Thee ſupremely, and with ever increaſing oy and 
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Nor will the Father! the great Parent Spirit! the Infinite 
Majeſty of Goodneſs and Glory! be offended, nor is He ca- 
pable of being incenſed, againſt his poor well-meaning crea- 
tures here on earth. For what lord of a country, or owner of 
a flock, could be offended, if, when he heard that a ſavage 
giant and a troop of ferocious beaſts had broke into their fold, 
and was mercileſsly tormenting and devouring them, had ſent 
his only ſon effectually to reſtrain, or ſlay the murderers, and 


to lead the ſheep and the lambs forth to green paſtures, and to 


living ſtreams, and to watch over them day and night, and to 
feed and comfort them with light and love ;—could the Lord 
of the country, I fay, and the Owner of the flock, whom the 
therp had never ſeen, ws offeruled with them for entruſting 
their 
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their Omnipotent Deliverer and moſt affectionate Friend, his 
Son or Shepherd? No, ſurely.” But were they to be en- 
dowed with more intelligence, {here or in a future flate } and 


to be preſented by their kind Deliverer to his Father or Maſ- 


ter, their moſt rightful Owner or Sovereign. then would 
they freely, reaſonably, and gladly transfer their higheſt ho- 
mage and ve ee eee aer wer gr be ex 
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Bx ict Polcript pn ak I think it a ; 
merate ſome of the bliſsful fruits of which.this New and Trae 
Chriſtian Church will, with the bleſſing of God! infallibly 
be produttive I call the propoſed Church the New and 
the True Church of Chriſt; for in my eſtimation, there hath 
never yet, in any age or country, ſince the time of our Saviour 
and his Apoſtles, hn e e 
in the world. 


At the ee e ten to find fault with the 
various great national eſtabliſhed Churches, called Chriſtian, 
nor with the very numerous pitiable, weak, yet well-meaning 
little Sects which have diſſented from them. That would 
be impious; it would be to arraign, find fault with, or con- 
demn, the infinitely. wiſe and good Will and Providence of 
God in his decrees, permiſſions, or government of the world. 
mee and all former churches, which do now exiſt, 
which 


62 


which have hitherto obtained. and which now totter and die 
away in the world. ſhould be conſidered as a kind of ſence 
about the evangelical grain or ſeed ſown by our bleſſed Lord 
when on earth, for purpoſes infinitely wondrous and adorable, 
His divine was clothed or veiled with our human nature 


1 il 


and which was ſpread, planted, and watered by his apoſtles, 
and their more immediate ſucceſſofs—Or the preſent and 
former churches may be conſidered as hitherto neceſſary ſcaf- 
folding about the infant True Church of Chriſt, but which now 
(as in the fulneſs of time, and as no longer neceſſary) may, 
and ſhould be taken peaceably down. And the numerous 
little ſets ſprouting out or diſſenting from thoſe national 
eſtabliſhments, may be conſidered as the ends of the poles or 
planks,—as luxuriant branches,—or (under another figure) as 
_ draing or iſſues, neceſſary to check or prevent the overgrowth 
or fatal diſeaſedneſs of a luxurious, pampered, and overgrow- 

ing national oy or political eccleliafticaſtical II 


: Andeven at preſent, it would be FO OO 
poſſible, and perhaps impious, as well as inconſiſtent with 
that prudence and mercifulneſs which true Chriſtianity 
teaches, to attempt to ſet aſide or ſuddenly to overthrow the 
great national churches in the world that are called Chriſtian. 
We muſt, with becoming ſubmiſhon and hope permit the 
wiſe and holy decrees, and the omnipotent arm of Go to 
operate. But all wiſe and good men will agree, that in theſe 
days of comparative light and liberality, and under the preſ- 
ſure of the moſt aſtoniſhing national debts and deluſions, it 
were a moſt wile, politic, and primarily neceſſary ſtep, to cut 
off that monſtrous conduit which 'conveys iniquity, corrup- 
tion, and antichriſtian power to the churches of England and 
Ireland 1 mean che exceſſtve wealtirof their biſhops, and the 
Os 
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Harelitics of beige Our biſhop» 
ricks and Archbiſhopricks are now became in reality ſinecure 
places; aud the pride, luxury, avarice, and lazineſs of thoſe 
men are ſo very glaring" and univerſal, -that they have be- 
come'proverbial, P * 
eh eyes of all ., 
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The following is an eſtimate of the annual rvenns a 
fing from the different Biſhopricks in both countries, and 
ey get eto tht rel ry vale or income. 


ur N. EE 9. A coil 
Canterbury C. looo I Hereford ' £.4000 Rocheſter £ 2400 
Chicheſter 2620 | Bangor - 12400 


9 n Wells 2200 Cheſter pos 
St. Aſaph . 1500 Oxford 2800 


{ Landa 260 t. David's 2400 
| Peterborough | 1700 Kh Briftol 1500 
Ne 5 . ö == 


| Glouceſter 2200 
Wa- and Henner 


tes 8 
e ee , n . es e u, thr 
an elne ANN ene d. 
Armagh _ £3000 | 3 '  £-3000 | Kildare | £-2600 
Dublin 3000 | Dromort _ 2300 | Rapho 2600 
Tuam 400 — — 238400 
Caſhel 4000 | Clonfert 2400 | Killaloe 2300 
Derr, 7 || Clogher 40] Offory 2900 
Limerick 3500 | Kilmore | | „ een 200 
Corke 2 2700 Elphin 3700 12 W * 


. | e 2428990 1. - Total 
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for the maintenance of twenty-ſix Biſhops, exceeds that of 
i Biſhops, 18, gool. On an average, 
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and a fraction annually ; and every Iriſh Biſhop ggyal. 148. 6d. 
and a fraction. Upon the whole, therefore, by this very lo 


eſtimation, there is allowed for the maintenance of FORT - 


EIGHT Miniſtets: of . the lowly Jſus! no leſs a Sum than 
ONE HUND RED and SIXTY THOUSAND POUNDS 
PER ANNUM. | 
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o . — reduced 


ane half, and diſtributed to increaſe; the ſalaries of the poor 


curates, &c. in both countries, how many would it raiſe 


from poverty, how much honour would it add to the church, 
and how very, gently and properly would it prepare for to- 
tally cutting off die reſent ſources.of corruptions and Anti- 
of the preſchu/Biſhops ; when'the 
ſources of their. preſent wealth, the church | lands, &c. hound. 
«they fall, be taken into the hands of the State, and each 


| facceeding Biſhop | ud by tHe State five. hundred pounds 


yearly, and the Ar biſhops each the; enormous ſum of one 
thouſand pounds yearly** and to prevent in ſome meaſure; 


the cringing, time-ſerying, &c. of the Biſhops at Court and | 


in Parliament, tranſlations from one ſee to another ſhould 
nt be allowed, and more conſtant relidence of each in his 
Giocele recommended—on ain oa nm. as 
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"1 admize the decency and quali; bf 8 pen N. 
pends or livings 1 in the Church of Scotland; and I hope, on 
ctrat aecount, and becauſe it is my mother country and Kirk, 
that there the true church of Chriſt!. will very ſoon ſpring 
up, and be eſtabliſhed; For I cannot conſider any church 
as the truly Chriſtian Church, in which the Sacred Scriptures 
and 
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in the eſtabliſhed church of Scotland they are not. Exceed- 
ingly to the credit and edification of the great national 


church, and of many of the diſſenting meetings of England, 
four chapters of the pure unobſcured Word and Will of 


Gop! the Holy Bible, are publickly read every ſabbath-day. 


Among the infinitely great and good effefts which muſt 


' neceſſarily reſult from the eſtabliſhment of that New and True 


Chriſtian Church, which is hereby propoſed to be immedi- 


ately ſet up in every conſiderable town and city in the Chriſ- 


tian world, will be the following. Firſt, the Bible, which is 
the Will and the perfect Law of GoD! and the great charter 


| —theclear and unerring direttory-the fountain- head or trea- 


ſury of all true riches and knowledge for time and for eter- 
nity, to every meek and child - like Chriſtian, who ſupremely 


3 $ W loves the Holy Spirit and Teacher! and who is earneſt to be 
_ taught, that he may praftiſe his duty,—the Bible alone being 


there daily and moſt ſolemnly read and ſung, with very ſhort 


but intenſe ejaculatory praying, praiſing, and explanations,— 


that great, complete, divine Body of Eternal Truth, Light, 


Love, and Life, the Bible! will be better and better under- 


ſtood, and the weak or falſe gloſſes, and deluſive and tireſome 


ſermons and commentaries, of mere men, detected, and ren- 


dered wholly nn. 


Ves. eee ee eee 
Sacred Volume than they now in general do; — they would 


be induced to read, to meditate, and to delight in it at home, 
and to enjoin that great fundamental duty, the daily reading 


the Scriptures, upon their children and ſervants; by which 
every ſtring or member of the houſe. would be turned into 
harmony. —and due ſubordination, principled obedience, fide« 
1 E 4 
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/1 EMS 
lity, and diligence, in all their worldly affairs and # condudt, 
would necellarily reſult, | 0 | 


Almighty Gop hath declared; that he dwelleth not now in 
churches, tabernacles, or temples, made with human hands, 
but in the pure, humble, holy, faithful, and obedient ſoul of 
man, which is the true viſible temple of the Holy Ghoſt? yet 
in this propoſed outward and viſible church, te miniſters 
who officiate in it will not, as hitherto, be under the neceſſity 
of compoſing or compiling new ſermons weekly, or of run- 
ning their own deſcants or variations on one verſe, or on a 
few words* of the Sacred Oracles; and conſequently, the 
people will not be fed with huſks,—they will not famiſh on 
mere chaff,—nor drink of muddy ftreams,—nor be warmed 
with artificial fire; but they will fatten fpiritually on the 
good wheat, —they will feaſt on the True Vine, they will 
baſk under the ſweet and ſteady beams of the Sun of Righte- 
ouſneſs! and n - nen enen 
Fountain! 


For a man to read a verſe, or perhaps only three words of 
a verſe of the Sacred Scripture, and then to preach or deliver 
his on words or ſentiments half an hour, an hour, or longer, 
from thoſe words, though it be a negative and unawares com- 
pliment upon the richneſs and importance of the Great Ori- 
ginal Text; and although he may bring in much Scripture 
in the courſe of his diſcourſe ; yet this to me appears at beſt 
but flinging out a few grains, or at moſt a handful, of good 
wet Ka a buſhel or a KF of chal, for the Lang _—y 


— 


* I am aſſured that lately RG at ai made a 


Sage of near, two hm lang. an. the. fingte ward t But,“ in che Proverbs 
1 Ts 


ſouls 
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fouls to. ſeed, lot rajher ſamiſi) upon. picking it out as wel 
Dy 2s they can, and often choaking on the huſks or chaff, or 
being poiſoned with the wild human weeds; While the babes 
in knowledge ſhould be nouriſhed with the * ſincere milk 
(or ſimpleſt truths) of the Word]! and thoſe who are farther 
advanced in evangelical knowledge and practice may feed 
on the. © ſtronger. meat,” the great myſteries of godlineſs;— 
while, the ſpiritual beggurs, and humble mourners, in Zion, 
might pick up ſufficient crumbs of comfort, which fall from 
eee een wee the poppe | 
and Cairn) 4 Wiebe 
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In this New and True Church I would not recommend 
any fixed form of prayer, except that ſhort yet all-compre- 
hending one preſcribed by our Bleſſed Lord Himſelf! or at 


* | moſt, ſome paraphraſe upon it, ſimilar to that hereunto an- 


| molt ſolemaly read twice daily; and as for ſinging, I think 
that none ſhould be admitted but the.divinely-inſpired pſalms, 
hymns, and ſpiritual ſongs, of the heaven-anointed David; 
or * the Songs of Moſes and of the Lamb!” which are to be 
found in the Old Teſtament, in Chriſt's Sermon on the mount, 
and His own Words! as recorded in the goſpels of his beloved 
John, and of his other diſciples; which may be rendered 
- metrical, ever adhering, however, as very ſtrictly as poſlible . 
to the original text or letter; and they ſhould be ſung to the 
old long-toned fweetly-melodious, ſoul-elevating and melting 
church muſic, and not to the difficult and theatrical new 
tunes. For can we have a greater proof of that ſpiritual 
pride and ignorance,—of that antichriſtianiſm and will-wor- 
ſhip which at preſent prevail in all or in moſt of che ſefts 
which diſſent from the great eſtabliſhments of theſe lands, 


nexed. The ten or the eleven commandments ſhould be 
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than their rejefting the facre! Plalins of David, and each 
publickly ſinging a whimſical colleftiqn'of hymms of mere 


human compoſition, —ſet to new, puzzling, quick, and fan- 


taſti taſtic ſtrains.—or to old ſong tunes, or to catch, glee, and | 
other theatrical and fantaſtick aits,—or ſome looſe and wide 


paraphraſeof David's Plaus, futig to füch difficult and cramp 
tunes as none but a hired troop or proud band in the galle- 


ries can ſing, or melodioufly, and with underſtanding join in? 
Even the great National Church of Scotland are leaving *the 
good old way,” neee NEW” 


en licenſed to be ſung in their churches. 18 


Alas alas! to ſing thofe new hymns, &c in our churches, 
is in fakt to ptefer the compoſitions of mere men, however 


learned or pious they may have been, to the Divine breath- 


ings, will, directions, and conſolations, of the Holy Spirit of | 
_ Gop! uttered crough the lips or flowing from the pen of 
rauer neee King, who was indeed a great prophet, | 


and in many reſpełts a true e whe of our ever. 
er e ire a Bris a 
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F Singing praiſes with light? and obe and e in the 


heart, to our wondrotis'Redeemer!—to our infinitely glo- 
rious and good 'Gop! is certainly by far the moſt it 


moſt pleaſing, and moſt ſublime part of publick Chriſtian wor- 
ſhip: and I have often wiſhed that miniſters would either 
double the hours allotted for publick worſhip, or that they 


would give us a great deal leſs of their ſermons and prayers, 
and a great deal more of that ſoul-melting,—of that ſweetly 
agonizing, —of that true pſalm-ſinging, in which, while we 
imenſely brood over the ſpiritual ſenſe of the words, our ſoul 
is abſtrafted from earth, ſnatched up into heaven, and with 
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wonder and delight ineffable ſees itſelf ſurrounded with innu- 
merable myriads of angels and bleſſed fpirits, and feels itſelf 
penetrated and filled with the gloriouſiy reſplendent and ſe- 
renely brilliant light, and life, and love, and harmony, which 
flows from Jehovah Jeſus! the Almighty and ever living Lord! 
ET a A AIG i.e way Ee | 


1 


— lcuw'ats iriſh day ne eblbiy Ta 
de se of Scotland, and in many of the eſtabliſhed 
churches in England, in judicious proportion of their ſeveral 
parts, tenor, treble, and baſs, and by a large congreation of 
both ſexes, ſome of the voices breaking out louder, or cleater 
y and ſweeter, than the general cloud of incenſe or praiſe; they 
WR aft as feet animating ſoul to the whole, irrefiſtibly and 
WT frrectly ſeizing the heart, elevating it to heaven, illuminating 
6 e 0 dy ian: py en 85 
i out totally abſtracted from ſelf, and from the world, in a 
ſublime circulation of light, love, and adoration! in re e 
| — —— glory,” 


To fuggelt of ciniinerate all he bleſſings of which ihe ah 
poſed New and True Chriſtian Church may and will be pro- 
ductive, is impoſſible. Among others, this church and every 
ſeat in it," being continually open every day of every year, 
from eight o'clockin the morning till eight at night, or from 
ſun-riſe to ſun-ſet daily; and no hungry vergers-or door- 
keepers watching and rattling with their keys and locks, nor 
hired mercenary prieſts hurrying over the appointed ſervice, 
as if a mere ileſi man were ſtanding over them with a whip, or 
with a rod of iron, to chaſtiſe them if they did not get on faſt | 
enough, and with the moſt ſhameful irreverence;—this 


n I fay, ET no decently behaving 
5 perſon 


N (9) 


- perſon debarred from Erber ing and from being n 
ſeated, how many perians of every rank and deſcription in 
lie. from the priuce G fe beggar, who know rat whit to 
kind of weather anealycomfarable,and:expeacelels cover 
or aſylum, where their hears. might, be /divinely touched, 
their ſtupid ſouls awakened, and their thoughtleſs and profli- 
gate: dives reformed; and-what a ſweet place of refl would it 
be to the well diſpoſed mechanic, artizan, or labouring man, 
lor a couple of hqurs after the labours of the day were ended. 
—The drunkard, tired for the preſent, of drinking, or having 
no more money nor credit. to continue the temparally and 
eternally fatal habit. wandering about freezing or burning, 
tottering and trembling, in all the horrors. of damned ſpirits, 
not knowing where to go, or what to do max. happily, warn 
ene 
I e bs Mal ce, Ape, ile no 1 
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899 and the. e adulterers, and. adultereſſes, 
 prowling about like their father the devil, ſeeking whom they 
may devour, or anxious for the arrival of the appointed hour 

of what they fancy their decent and well-concerted pleaſures, 
may ſtep into our church to reſi themſelves, or to put off 
the time, and may hear the Gon of Truth and Omnipatence! 
by che lips of his Miniſters, every where in ſcripture. do 
nouncing and inflicting his vengeance on ihe unclean, and 
pronowicing the awkul ſentence of everlaſting death, dark- 
neſs, and perdition, on every impenitent + pong 

fornicator, adulterer, and adultreſs ine World. 
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Tbe thief, ac che 8 the ſuicide, as 
about pregnant with _ own and with his fellow-creatare's 
4 debrufton. 


18 


bly „Gion and waiting with an agiated gl 8 

* for the veil of night, and for the fleeping hours of virtuous 

t 0 inſuſpicion, may unintentionally drop into this New Church, 

wy and, by the grace of Gov! may be ſaved from dropping into 

* that dark lake of fire and brimſtone, on the brink of which 
- they are mailly walking; and which burneth forever andever, 

it The dei, the arhiif the free-chinker,-the nice man of 
In. reaſon, the proud, all-wiſe, learned man, who will admit no- 

Jed. thing as truth but what his little ſwoln and bloated mind can 
ing comprehend, may ſometimes deign to viſit this New Church, 
and as an abſurd field of Criticiſm, and in his heart to curſe © the 
ing, 4 babblers,” may be arreſted in his proud and fatal career of in- 
rits, WS fidelity and impiety, and, touched with the Divine Light, 
wn RW lcaving © the chair of the ſcorner,” may meditate day and 
caſe 


Wright, with ever increaſing delight, in that pure and perfect 


» 1 hw of Gop, the ſeriptures! to the falvation of his, immortal 
444 RAT foul. | | 
they | Thoſe thoughtleſs and not ill-diſpoſed minds, that inatten- 
Jour tive great body of mankind, who are called © good ſort of 
nes people,” who think it enough to have a Bible in their houſe, 
t off to be opened perhaps for an hour on wet Sundays, hearing in 
nce! this True Church, the Sacred Oracles read daily in the moſt 
de- ſolemn, diſtinct, deliberate, and emphatic manner, -and being 


ſtruck and impreffed with their native and ſupreme power 

and beauty, may be led to confider whether this old-faſhioned 
 heglefted hook may not be of more conſequence than they \ 
have hitherto ſuppoſed it. Their heart having here taſted 
its ſweets, they may involuntarily be conſtrained to exclaim, 
© How beautifully fimple and ſweet the Word of Gop is, 
vn properly and deyoutly read Til now, I never was 


aware 


18 3) 16 | 
| aware of its truth; of its beauties, of its importance iI am 
impatient till I get home, to ſee if my bible is as ſweetly beau- 
tiful, affecting, and inſtructive, as that which I hear read in 
this place.“ Another ſays, © I have not a Bible, but I am de- 
mined immediately to buy one.” And a poor ſinner, ſmit- 
ten and delighted with the charms of the Book of Books 
Which alone can make us wiſe unto ſalvation, cries out, 
I have no money to buy a Bible, but I will ſell ſome of my 


clothes, or live for ſome days on bread and water, to buy one.” 


And while they are thus delighted and edified with the publick 
reading of the Holy Word and Will of Gon in this. True 


Church, they are at the ſame time eſſectually taught to value 
it infinitely above all other books, and how to read it with 


: umme 


Laſtiy; a peculiar and important e och 
would be, that none of the preſent churches, ſefts, or denomi- 
nations of Chriſtians could reaſonably have any objettion to 

frequenting it occaſionally, as' only the Sacred Scriptures are 
| there read, and no particular 'dottrines taught, no creeds to 

ſubſcribe, no ceremonies uſed, but ſimply and without con- 

troverſy, thoſe of the Bible! The Jew, the Heathen of what- 
ever denomination, the Infidel ſwollen, bloated, and cankered 
with the pride of his human learning,—all, all may aſſemble 
peaceably here; as the Jew admits of the divinity of the Old 
Teſtament, which is here ſolemnly read, the Turks, &c. 
allow Chriſt to have been a great prophet, —and the wiſe man 
of learning, who wants no Saviour but his own morality and 
good works, does not deny but that the New Teſtament is 
a good ſyſtem of - morality, and that the Old abounds with 


equal propriety, eee <a arts; Frog | | 
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au- carnal reaſon, he knows not that theſe cannot ſave his foul, 
in and that the ſtricteſt and pureſt morality i in the world, is but 


che mortal body of that happineſs A, wow. true e er 
is the ee . b $4318 of 
Mott of 8 phos rg 3 2 2 ene 
houſes in, the world, eſpecially. thoſe of Scotland, and of the 
.country.parts,of theſe iſlands, are ſo dark, cloſe, gloomy, and 
offenſive to our organs of ſmelling and of reſpiration, that 
they have always ſtruck me as more like cells or caverns for 
congregating the demons of diſeaſes, of darkneſs, and of death, 
dunn as temples for the ſweet, ſolemn, and rational worſhip of 
we Eternal Lord of Univerſal Light, Life, Love, and Feli- 
 citics!—Few places of worſhip have ſufficient air, light, or 
_ clcvation. . They, are faſt ſhut and locked up all the week, 
and on opening them on the ſabbath day, the ignorant peo- 705 
ple ruſh or plunge: into a maſs or foul pond of ſtagnant air, 
loaded: with the vile exhalations, &c. from their own. dirty 
and. diſcaſed | bodies the preceding ſabbath, and with the ſtill 
more deadly vapours from̃ the dead corpſes which are rotting 
in the church under their pews.and ailes, interred there by 
the ſuperſtitious folly of the people, and by the avarice of the 
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m= clergy, and of the ſupreme legiſlature of the land. Enduring 
ble the expence, ſuffocation, .and ſweating, of moſt, .crouded pla- 
Old ces of worſhip and xeſort, is ſurely, no little price for the re- 
= | MOT or amuſement which we there receive. 

_ " Des ee ol akin #8 Etna 
Th in churches. in general, the fooliſh people deſire no more; 


and they are ſo accuſtomed day and night, to heat and ſtench, 


an aun e, at home in their 
; houſes, 


. f.. 
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houſes, even in thoſe of princes, that they are perfeAly ſatis- 
| fied tofan themſelves, and mope, and ſlumber, and fleep, and 

yawh, and languiſh, in their churches, and when the ſoporific 
ſermon, or the darkening the pure counſels of the Almighty! 
with the many words of a ſinful man, is over they ruth out, 
| Fveating or ſhivering, into the cold open air; not knowing 
that it is neither hot air nor cold air which gives people what 
are called col ps, but the ſudden alterations, expoſures, or 
changes of heat and cold; and that thoſe perſons,” who, by a 
conſtant free expoſure to, or communication with the open 
air, day and night, by means 'of one or more widely open 
windows, very ſeldom or never have what is called a cold. 


The world ſhould know too, that the free admiſſion of all 
the L1GHT we can, day and night, is very neceſſary, and ex- 
ceedingly conducive to the perfection of health and alacrity, 
both bodily and mental: and that the pureſt mountain air of 
France or of Italy, (even when uncontaminated with foulneſs 
or phlogiſton) when ſimply ſhut up in any room, place; or 
church, and eſpecially when the light too is ſhut out, ſoon 
becomes, merely by ſtagnation, exceedingly unwholſome, 
and unfit for all vital Lag tp 


1 do fer de 3 aaa church, or a chapel, in the 
world, that has, in my opinion, ſufficient communication 
with the external atmoſphere, by the cielings or upper parts 
of the windows. In the Romiſh churches the darkneſs is 
ſtill fo great, that they burn candles at noon- day; and many 
of the cMithes and chapels in Scotland, and even in Eng- 
land, are, by tight window-ſhutters,- ſhut up in ſtench and 
total darkneſs the whole week, except while ſervice is per- 

forming on the * and when the good ſenſe of 
ancient 
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ancient or of modern times hath made the doors and win- 


dos of churches ſufficiently large, the groſſeſt ignorance, or 


the moſt diabolical gloom of ſoul, has counteracted the good 
original deſign, by double doors, by window curtains, by dirty 
or diſcoloured glaſs, or by walling them up altogether. And 
devotion itſelf, in theſe our days of debauch and effeminate . 
delicacy, hath become ſo very cold, that Dutch-women in 
their churches have veſſels of burning coals under their feet; 
and in England, our modern and modifh worſhippers muſt . 
have ſuffocating ſtoves in the old churches, and fire-places in 
the new, to keep them warm, or to induce them to come at all 
to church: nor do the good Chriſtian women of the preſent | 
day, (Ladies I ſhould have ſaid, the word woman being now. 
obſolete) nor do they, Iſay, bluſh to mount themſelves in the 
moſt fantaſtic dreſſes, on what Lady H**########', Metho- 


g * diſt miniſters at Bath and Briſtol call * THE THRONE,” . 
_ 2nong the birds of prey, "Op facing the whole congre- 


gation. - 


The propoſed New and True external Chriſtian Church, 
ſhould, I think, be of the moſt perfect and moſt capacious 
form, viz. either a perfect ſquare or circle, - the one emble- 
matical of ſtability, the other of eternal duration; and, as in 
all other buildings, where health, ſtrength, life, and true plea- 


ſure, are conſulted and intended, there ſhould be no more 


yall than ſubſtantially to ſupport the fabrick. There ſhould * 
be large wide windows all round, eſpecially facing the ſouth, 
and the three other great points. A very great body of ſteady 
light ſhould be admitted from the central top, and every win- 
dow ſhould be made to let down from above, the exact half 
of the whole window; and part of the central top, or of ſe- 
e e 
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this as much for the bodily healtlf of the people, as to clear 
and quicken. ey apprentices, ae ae ee | 
__ hal | 


{ 73, hy Leerer 1. 


The deſks enen and the benen 
ide for the ſingers, male and female, between the ages of 
ten and fifteen} ſhould face full ſouih, ſo that the glorious lu- 
minary the fun may ſhine full on them without the inter. 
vention of any curtain in winter, and in ſummer his rays to 
be moderated at moſt by means of a curtain of fine white 
linen. The ſeats ſhould be very broad; perhaps twice tlie 
breadth of moſt of the benches or forms that are uſod in the 
world; forthe eaſe of a ſeat depends not ſo much on its ſoſt- 
neſs, as on a ſufficient breadth r e e | 
forward the calf of the leg, | | 


4 


16 — people the aqui if poſe, 
ſhould be a man of real piety, and ſhould moreover be tied 
down to play certain heart- melting, ſoul-ſoothing, elevating, 
and aggrandizing tunes, voluntaries, or pieces of truly; ſacred 
muſick; and always to play under the voices of the congrega-. 
tion when they ſing, and not to grate the ears, ſtun the ſenſes 
and grieve the heart, of every perſon of taſli and of piety, as. 
_ almoſt all the organiſts I have heard do; hy their-wild;-looſe, 
briſk; theatrical, or laſeivious airs, by quickly ſcampering 
up and down the ladder of ſounds, by running their wild 
variations on grave and approved tunes, by diſplaying their 
wondrous execution or fingering, and to aſtoniſii us with their 
ert in reſolving the moſt harſh and diſeordant notes imo me · 
| lody, and with their modes invariabl en e HT 
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white, or of the moſt delicate ſxy-· blue colour. The reading 
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deſks, front galleries, and other principal places: may be hung 
or covered with fine wllite linen,” Of fine white lien too, 
ſhould be the outward garment of 'the*miniſter, witli a white- 
or a A linen ne or one of che I" god. 


eee ede of the miniſter and dert mould be. 
of fine white woollen; cotton, or linen, and no tbe white with-" 
out and black within; as are moſt of the prefent clergy. with” 
their fitrplices, e. Black clothes and black robes are at 
beſt but infernal finery; they oould never have been of Di: 
vine inſtitution, - black being emblematicat of ignorance, of 
evil, of darkneſs, of death; whereas white linen is ordained* 
and mentioned repeatedly i in the Old and in the New Teſta- 
ment, as proper for the prieſtly offices. as the clothing of 
WS the ſaints in heaven, and as denoting figuratively the none! 
. of angels; and the nee Jeſus Cliriſt?- | Oey 


As tothe EEG er of the ſervice, a tbl 68 to: 
begin with moſt ſolemnly reciting the Lord's Prayer! then to- 
read an approved paraphraſe or explanation of it, to fix the! 
attention, and to edify the more thoughtleſs and leſs informed 
part of the congregatiorr to the-wondrous all-comprehending: | 
Original. Then the ten commandinents may be reverently* 
and moſt emphatically read, concluding them with the words 
of our bleſſed Lord which may be called the eleventh.— 
0 nee commandiment I give unto you, That ye love one 
another! Lew as T have loved you, ye: may alſo love one 
another.” Gon is Love! and Love is the fulfilling of the 

wank Laws. | 1 | 


A Abi or ellen riemen a dic cbe-fung for' A quar-' 
ter, or for half an hour; and then the Old Teſtament may be, 
Wg read 
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twenty minutes ſinging between every hour's ſolemn reading 
of the ſacred Old Teſtament text. 


About noon, the Lord's Prayer may again be repeated, and 


the Commandments read; and the daily ſervice of reading in 
the New Teſtament, with periodical ſinging, as in the fore- 


noon, may then go on till near eight o'clock in the evening, 
when the whole ſervice may be concluded with praying the 


Lord's Prayer, reciting the approved Paraphraſe, rehearſing 
| the great Commandments, and Or. the Amer 
Benediction on the people. 


: By this courſe or onflination of 9 ſervice or worſhip. 
the New Teſtament (which is the glorious noon of that ſalva- 


tion day of which the Old Teſtament was the dawning and 


the morning light) will be read five or fix times over, while 
the Old Teſtament is read over once; and the ſweet Pſalms 
of David, which are wine and oil, milk and honey, to every 
pious heart, and applicable to its every poſſible frame, will be 
often ſung over and over, by ſinging one, two, or three whole 
pſalms, according to their length, every hour, to relieve the 
reading of the Sacred Word! 


At the beginning of every chapter and pſalm, however long 
or ſhort it may be, the miniſter and all the people may ſay 
aloud, with ſolemn proſtration of body and of ſoul, Holy, 
Holy, Holy,* Lord Gop Almighty! the heavens and the 


If any one objects to this repetition of Holy, holy, c. let him recollect, 
that in our Bleſſed Lord's Revelation to St. John, we are told, that in heaven 
« they reſt not day and night, ſaying: Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord Gop Al- 
mighty,” &c. falling profirage, and caſting cnn mew crowns yes the 

eternal throne, hs - ub» go $644. 5 
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earth are full of the majeſty of thy glory! Thy truth is eternal, 

and Thy tender mercies for ever brood over all Thy works! 

O Spirit Divine! who haſt here revealed thy will, open our 

underſtandings, that we may underſtand Thy Scriptures; | 

impreſs them on our minds, eee g. _ | 
h dr a, | 


® 
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And at the eilt ke ben of every aper and pſalm, however 
ſhort, the miniſter and all the people may ſay, with thankful- 
neſs of heart, and with deliberate ſolemiity of voice Glory 
be to the Father! and to the Son! and to the Holy Ghoſt! = 
Three Perſons, Attributes, or Offices, in One Eternal, Om- 
nipotent, and ever Incomprehenſible Gop! bleſſed for ever- 
more, worlds without end, Amen, — for the revelation of His 
Holy Word and Will in His Sacred Scriptures of the Old 
and New Teſtaments! and for all His Mercies ſpiritual and 
i | temporal, known and unknown, which He hath conferred © 

WW upon us; eſpecially for the merciful inſtitution of His holy 
ſabbath, —of His facred ordinances of Baptiſm and the Lord's 
Supper;—and above all, for His marvellous love in the re- 
demption of the world by His only begottèn and ever well. 
beloved Son, our dear Lord Jeſus Chriſt! who is Gop over 
all, and bleſſed for evermore. Amen. 


ng As the miniſter goes on n the Sacred Volume, he 
lay may accompany, animate, conſecrate, or perfume his reading, 
oly, with ſhort ejaculatory prayer and praiſing, a very few words 
the at a time, as'the Spirit may give him utterance; and ſo to 
168, lower and modulate his voice, as ſcarce to interrupt the chain 
aven or connefition of the reading; and in places which appear to 
4 require explanation or amplification, to do it in as juſt, faith- 


ful, and conciſe a manner, as his knowledge may allow]; 
but 


4 


| tbeneficent, HOLY, and in all things,exeamplary life and con- 


| the Sacred Volume at home in their family or cloſet, by any 


1 


„ 5 
but che excellency of a miniſier in this New, am, Trae, Chyrch 
ol Cbriſl, is always to he eſtimated by his temperate, humble, 


verſation by the ſolemn, clear, emphatic, dęliberateneſs of 
His reading the Sacred. Volume! and by, ne faithfulgeſs and 
"ſhortneſs of his explanations and illuſtrations of the ſacred 
unalterable text! Nay, when the ſubject does not ſeem to 
require it, or when. he is in doubt, or conſcious of incapa- 
city. or ol his not being animated or illuminated: by the Holy 
Spirit of-Gop! he may go on through, whole.chapters With- 


out am explanation, commentary, or illuſtration at. all.—and 


even without the hort ejacnlatory prayer or praiſing, except 
at; che beginning and end of every chapter, —in hich he: is 
iu be jained by the whole congregation ; ,andwhich ate never 
to be neglected inthis True Church of Chriſt, nor in reading 


of His real followers who ſincereh) deſire to be hleſſed with 
the glorious illumination of hat Holy; Spirit which. indited 
the Sacred Volume! and who read the Bible; not with the 
view. of finding out ĩts imaginary faults and oontradictions, or 


that they-may be able and admired diſputants, but as car- 


neſtly deſiring to learn their duty towards. Go p l their fel- 
low creatures, and themſelves, ſunply, humbly, and lovingly, 
to praftiſe or opal it in all VR to the _ of their 
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dear audible voice; that the memory may not be engaged in 


remembering two or more lines; but that the ſouls and all 
the aſſections of the congregation may be at liberty ſNeetly to 
btoo over and digeſt-the ſpiritual ſenſe of the {acred words. 
The elerk alone ſhould fing the firſt hae of every plalm, and 
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ch at the beginning of the ſecond line he is to be joined by the 
ble, hole congregation. This marks the tune, and with a gradual 
N. gentle ſweetneſs introduces that very heavenly part * the 
Sof ſervice. 

red I have often been ſhocked at the harſh, loud, ruffian- like, 
| to ſudden violence with which the hired or fancied fine-ſingers, 


in moſt places of worſhip, ſnatch the tune out of the throat of 
the clerk the moment he has given out the firſt line. Then 
the ſcreaming of charity-boys, ſtriving with the loud din of 
the full organ, and the tricks and unmerciful driving on of 
a graceleſs en eee make grating and fad deafen- 
ing work, + 5 


in this True Chriſtian Church the blefſed and bleſſing ſa- 
craments of Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper muſt be devoutly | 
adminiſtered. Infants may be baptiſed by ſprinkling, as at - 
preſent in the churches of England and Scotland; but in- 
ſtead of godfathers and godmothers, the child's own father 
and mother muſt be the ſponſors. When the child is grown 
up to full age and ſtature, When he has been TAUGHT, and 
clearly UNDERSTANDS, and thankfully BELIEVES, all the 
Chriſtian doctrines, eſpecially the holy and important nature 
of Baptiſm and our Lord's Supper, and is a hearty believer, 
a ſincere penitent, of blameleſs life and converſation, and de- 
I ſirous to take the baptiſmal vows upon himſelf, and publickly 
in a to renounce the ſins of the world, the fleſh,, and the devil, 
5 and to live a holy and exemplary life, as a true diſciple of 
Jeſus Chriſt— THEN, and not till then, he may be baptiſed 
again, by total immerſion in an open river or in the ſea; and 
| Partake of our Lord's Supper, agreeable to the example and 

pofitive inſtitution of our bleſſed Lord Himſelf! | 
F N The 
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The holy ſacrament of the Lord's Supper may be admi- 
eee eee every month, or 

perhaps every Lord's day. | 


The above propoſals, or hints, are the haſty and wholly 
unpremeditated outlines of whas I wiſh che New, and True 
Church of Chriſt to be. But by ferious meditation, prayer, 
experience, and the Divine bleſſing on the deliberations of a 
committee of far wiſer and holier men than myſelf, the above 
ſketch may be altered, improved, or confirmed. Almighty 
Gop! whoalone knoweth the hearts of men, accepts of the 
humble, loving, and obedient ſincerity of his poor creatures, 
inſtead of perfection; and the force of nature and of habit on 
mankind is next to omnipotent. I would therefore- have 
every perſon to be extremely cautious, and not lightly or ſud- 
denly to leave any of the Proteſtant churches, ſetts, or ſoci- 
eties, in which they have been born, to which they are at- 
tached, or of which they have long been members, in order 
to become members of this New and only True Church of 
Chriſt! For my own part, I feel ſo ſtrong and affeRionate 
an attachment to the ſervice, to the finging, and even to the 
walls and ſeats of the old Grey-Friars church at Edinburgh, 
in which I ſat for the firſt ſeventeen years of my life, that I 
ſhall, perhaps, never be able to let a ſabbath-day paſs when I 
am in that city, without going into that church to worſhip 
Gop! (notwithſtanding the ſhortneſs, irreverence, and im- 
proprieties of the ſervice) and to have my heart melted with 
a thouſand tender, innocent, and admonitory remembrances. 
For it is the humble, loving, and reverential ſpiritual frame 
of the ſoul, which Gop regardeth, and which breathes bleſs- 
edneſs through all its faculties and affections, and not the 
pomp of the ſervice, the correQneſs, of the order of worſhip, 
nor the holineſs or worthleſsneſs of the miniſter, 
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Indeed, I believe the ſafeſt and beſt rule for every one will 
be, for him to go ofteneſt or only to that church, meeting, or 
place of worſhip, where he is moſt deyout, and moſt edified 
or benefited. But 1 would earneſtly adviſe every one, in the 
intervals of buſineſs, ſecular and religious, inſtead of being 
idle, or of going into trifling or vicious company, or to a 
worſe place, to go to this New and True Chriſtian Church. 


After all,. —if this propoſed New Church be a whimſical or 
bad plan, or a merely human inſtitution, it will certainly come 
to nought; but if this idea or propoſal be of God! the im- 
pious ſcoffers, the mere hireling worldly part of the clergy, 
nor the devil himſelf, cannot overthrow it;—itmuſt in due 
time and manner be eſtabliſhed, and it will flouriſh while the 
- world endures: and let all be cautious how they decide, and 
how they aft in this matter, * leſt, perhaps, they be found 
even n to fight n Gop!” « 


The inſpired Royal Pſalmiſt's declaration, in the firſt and 
ſecond verſes of his firſt pſalm, is a ſtrong compliment to the 
propoſed True Church. For there he declareth the bleſſed- 
neſs, yea the perfect bleſſedneſs of that man, who, avoiding 
the counſel and the company of ſinners, and of thoſe who 
ſcorn or mock at ſacred things, delighteth in the Law or Holy 
Word of Gop! ry and meditating therein both day and 


night. 


The eighth chapter of Nehemiah is likewiſe expreſsly and 
very pointedly in favour of our propoſed church. And all 
the people gathered themſelves together as one man, and 
ipake unto Ezra the ſcribe to bring the book of the law of 
Moſes, which the Loxp had commanded to Iſrael. And 


G 2 Ezra 


f (4) ; 
Ezra the prieſt brought the law before the congregation, both 


of men and women, and all that could hear with underſtand- 
ing, and he read therein from the morning until mid-day, 


before all thoſe that could underſtand; and the ears of all 
the people were attentive unto the Book of the Law. And 
Ezra ſtood upon a pulpit of wood, which they had made for 
the purpoſe, and beſide him ſtood Mattithia, Zechariah, &c. 

and Ezra opened the book in the ſight of all the people, (for 
he was above all the people) and when he opened it all the 
people ſtood up. AndEzra bleſſed the Lok the great God! 
and all the people anſwered, Amen, Amen, with lifting up 
their hands: -and they bowed their heads, and worſhipped the 


Lon p, with their faces to the ground. Alſo Jeſhua, &c. and 


the Levites, cauſed the people to underſtand the law, and the 
people ſtood in their place. So they read in the book, in the 
taw of Gop diſtinctly, and gave the ſenſe, and cauſed them 


to underſtand the reading. And all the people wept when 
they heard the words of the law. Then ſaid he unto them, 


Go your way, eat the fat, and drink the ſweet, and ſend por- 
tions unto them for whom nothing is prepared: for this day 
is holy unto our Lord: neither be ye ſorry, for the joy of the 
Lord is your ſtrength. And all the people went away to eat, 
and to drink, and to ſend portions, and to make great mirth, 


becauſe they undetſtood the words that were declared unto. 


them. And day by day, from the firſt day unto the laſt day, 
he read in the book of the law of God!” 


If, then, the Old Law was ſo revered by the people, how 
much more ought Chriſtians to delight in that New and bet- 


ter Covenant, — the Law of Love,—the bleſſed Goſpel of 
Jeſus * | 
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ter under their glorious broad - ſpreading branches. 
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Io all thoſe perſons who may perceive the propriety, and 
who feel themſelves diſpoſed to favour and to promote this 
propoſed Ne and True Chriſtian Church, I moſt humbly 
and afſectionately beg leave to exhort them to Chriſtian una- 
nimity, meekneſs, prudence, and forbearance. Live, my 
dear friends, in peace (as much as in you lies) with all men. 
Irritate no one. Perſecute no one. Deſpiſe no one; and 


diſpute not with any one, ſo as to engender W or 
ſtrife, or wrath, or malice. 


Love and honour the Soha becauſe, according to the fleſh, 
our dear Saviour himſelf was of that nation, —becauſe they - 
are our elder and more honourable brothers, and will ſurely 
be ſoon brought in to acknowledge and to cleave to Jeſus! 
as the true Meſſias, with the fulneſs of the Gentile nations, 


$ who are all mankind beſides. Think not, my brethren, that 
becauſe of their unbelief, and for having crucified the Lord - © 


of Life! that they are wholly dead branches cut off from the 
Eternal Vine No. Whom Gop loveth once, He loveth 


unto the end. The ſeed and the ſap. of liſe ſtill remains la- 
tent and alive in them; and let us hope that their ſtill ope- 


rating puniſhment will now ſoon be over, that when the 
wintry ſtorms which have ſcattered them withered and de 
ſpiſed, over the whole earth, ſhall be over, that they will be 
grafted into their own Parent and Original Vine! that True 
Vine! into which we, as wild and foreign branches, haye by 
His wondrous mercy been, on their defection, and in their 


room, grafted. Then ſhall © the time of ſinging be come. 


then ſhall they hear, in their own land, the voice of the (Holy 
Spirit!—the celeſtial !—the white-winged) Turtle!” and the 
proudeſt of their preſent deſpiſers may be proud to take ſhel- 
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As to the Roman Catholics, live in peace and in love with 
them. Remember an Ambroſe, an Auguſtine, a'Kempis, a 


17 


- Ganganelli; and that, notwithſtanding the errors, deluſions, 
and impieties, which crept into that ancient church, — yet in 


every age of it, and in every country, there have been men 


and women of as deep learning, of as true wiſdom, and of as 


fublime piety, as in any Proteſtant or other church in the 
world. Indeed, I have ever conſidered the ſerious and good 
Roman Catholics as the moſt diligent and devout worſhippers 
that I have ever ſeen;—and, thanks be to Gop! the ſuper- 
ſlitions, errors, and abuſes, which have ſo long and ſo fatally 


ſubſiſted in that church, ſeem now, as in the fulneſs of time, 


to be correcting, and daily to be dying away,——Alas! alas! 
where, or in what age of the world,—or in what region of 
hell itſelf, have greater ignorances, evils, maſſacres, and enor- 
mities of every kind, ſubſiſted, and been perpetrated, - than 
among, and by the hearts and hands of men who were called, 
and who called themſelves, PROTESTANT CHRISTIANS! 
but who were, in reality, devils in the fleſh andform of men. 
Let the Good-Will and Providence of Gop then operate 
in the world! Be not ye the judges,—the ſcourgers,—the 
tormentors,—the executioners, of your fellow-creatures. Let 
not the Great Supreme Creator, Preſerver, and Incontroul- 
able Ruler of the univerſe! ſay to you in the Great Day of 
Retribution, —* Who, who required this at your hands? 


Pity, then, ye friends and favourers of our New Church, 
—Ptty, and weep over the fins and prejudices, over the igno- 
rances, and errors, of your fellow-creatures of every perſua- 
ſion, and of every denomination in the world. Strive not 
fo much by argument, as by example, to reform; and ſuffer 
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the wheat to remain in the chaff, and with the tares to grow 


quietly together, n... is not 
far from hand. _ | 
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fee that ye ſplit not, nor divide into little jealous and oppo- 
ſing ſeas; —* ſee that ye fall not out by the way.” Live in 


peace, and the Gop of Peace will be with you. Cultivate 


more and more that Catholic' and truly Chriſtian Spirit, 
which, while it reſts unſhaken and eternally on truth, humi- 
lity, beneficence, and love, towers upward with all the ſub- 
tilty of the ſerpent, and with all the innocency of the dove, 
(of the Dove-like Holy Spirit ) into be * regions of 
eternal day! 


Ad . whill you are journeying through the rough and. - 
myſterious paths of this life of trial, temptatians, and purifi. 
cation, —* enquiring for Zion, with your faces thitherward;". 
—if ſeemingly adverſe providences, and even the ſeyereſt 
trials, environ you, look ſtill continually to Jeſus! and recol- 
left the impoſſibility of even the wiſeſt, moſt prudent, moſt 
fortunate, and beſt Chriſtians, walking through a valley of 
tears without ſhedding ſome, both for yourſelves and for 
others, —of walking through a thorny and a dreary wilder- 
neſs, without being torn, and even ſometimes fainting in the. 
inhoſpitable and weary way. | | 


Beware of ſpiritual pride. Beware of tearing yourſelf vio. 
lently, haughtily, or rudely away from your mother churches - 
or ſects. Deſpiſe no one. Be reſpectful and kind to all; 
and let there be no parties nor diſſentions among yourſelves, - 
when. yau. are embodied in the True Church. Love, pity, 

bear 
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us entertains his errors, pollutions, prejudices, or evil habits, 


(4) 


| T 
bear with, and weep over the whole world. Ves, love and 
pity thoſe weak but well- meaning perſons = moſt, whom 
you know to be the moſt © out of the way.” Pray for one 
another, and for all mankind, as well as for yourſelves,—in 
public, in private, in your folitary walks and meditations,— 


but eſpecially whenever you feel yourſelves under the ſacred 


and melting influences of the Divine Light and Love! and 
we ſilent watches of our emblematical and dee, 1 


To conttadif the ſcoffing and es of the world, let 
us, by diligence and honour in our lawful buſineſs, cheriſh 


our families, and provide things decent and honeft in the ſight 


of all men. Let us at all times be clean, cool, temperate, 

ſober, ſelf-denying, chaſte. Let us inceſſantly feaſt and fatten 
on the Sacred Word of Gop! the Bible, with ejaculatory 
and other prayer and praiſing. Let us keep moſt holy every 
ſabbath-day. Let us be watchful for the temporal and for the 
eternal well-being of the bodies and ſouls of our children and 
fervants; and in the fear, and through the ſtrength of Gov! 
let us mortify the fleſh, reſiſt the devil, flee from the Pix sr 


ſep or temptation to evil, and es ourſelves e n from 


= wicked world. 


- Finally, and to r all 1 us ever remember, and 
ever act in the world with circumſpettion and lenity, as ſuit- 
ably impreſſed with the vaſt and dread importance of the 
following awful truths, viz. That errors and deluſions, pride 
and paſſions, falſities and frailties, are inſeparable from the 
wiſeſt and beſt of us all, while exiled or impriſoned in this 
mortal body of fin and death, - and whilſt we remain in this 
world of contagion and of woe; and that perhaps not one of 
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as ſuch; but as gravely and ſeriouſly convinced that his or 


her preſent opinions, habits, or way in which they now walk, 


is true and real, and good, (at leaſt for the preſent time) and 
important; (however erroneous or ſinful they may really be) 
but alas! hen he or ſhe ſtands on the verge of this world, or 

is landed onthe eternal ſpiritual Worlde. und in or juſt paſſed 


through the hands of death, who trips or chops off all our 


errors, deluſions,/-maſks, falſities, and ſins;—or, in other 


words, who ftrips off with the mortal body, our mortal or in- 
tellectual deluſions, or worthleſs, noxious, impure, and com- 
buſtible matter, that will not, that cannot abide the all- trying 
and final fire, and which cannot poſſibly enter or be aſſi- 


milated in the kingdom or eternal wotld of truth, purity, and 


holineſs! Death caſting them out into outer darkneſs, and 
into unutterable woe, leaving theta to be burnt up in the tre- 


world then, inſtantly, at death, the diſburthened, the un- 


clothed, the unſhackled, the diſabuſed, and naked ſoul or 
ſpirit, whether good or bad, ſees with (at preſent inconceiva- 
ble) trembling and amazement, the great, the innumerable 
errors, the vain and mad purſuits, and the dreadful deluſions, 
which itſelf, and all mankind were in, whilſt in the body: 
and with the moſt horrible and unſpeakable apprehenſion and 
trembling, the naked and now exquiſitely ſuſceptible ſoul 
wonders at the immenſity of miſeries, human and diabolical, 


Et that world of impurities, errors, falſities, deluſions, and 


worthleſs combuſtible chaff or rubbiſh that is to be burnt up; 
and with equal wonder it ſurveys the comparatively little 
heap or world of pure, luminous, mild, homogene, harmo- 
nious, loving, and imperiſhable matter, ſtra t ſimple truth, re- 
ality, or Celeſtial Light, Life, and Love! which no groſs or 
88 fire can „ no changes can alter, Which 
th . A neither 


FF EY 7 
neither time nor eternity can leſſen or decay, — but which, 
like itzever-pure, ever-orient, ever ſupremely adorable, eſſen- 
tial, COTS Source! is N of es — | 


When. to the endes is, to he good men and 
women of every age and country, whorhave conſcientiouſly 


| and ſteadily ated up to the beſt light they were then favoured 
1 with, and which Gov in his all- wiſe providence ſaw fit in 
. Y the ſeveral ages and countries of the world to beſtow, our 
. bleſſed Lord! whoſe Omnipotent Spirit hath ever variouſly 
Ky and ' univerſally been operating, (however ſecretly or un- 
FN known) ſhall ſay, Come, ye bleſſed of my Father, inherit 
3 the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the 
A world! But unto the wicked of every age and country, 
1 eſpecially to thoſe the rejetters of the Goſpel ſound, - to the 
BE learned, ſelf-wiſe deſpiſers, denyers, and contemners of Jeſus 
# Chriſt! He ſhall ſay, Depart from me, ye curſed, into 
* : ee nl? ts prepared for the devil and MAD Es 
| 1 The tremendous general eee of this earth Sow 
7 commences,—it flies off perhaps a comet to other worlds, — 
wa the powers of heaven are ſhaken,” the other planets of 
F our ſolar ſyſtem figure in to a new, but juſt andi pre- ordained 
170 arrangement. and Eternity in harmony rolls on at the nod 
4 —at the {imple volition of THE SUPREME ETERNAL! 
1 Fit 
11 . 
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4 Se! of a Paraphraſe on our Lord's s Prayer, humbly 
| 25 e F 


| Oe. FATHER—our good and gracious Father thou 


permitteſt, nay teacheſt us, to addreſs Thee by that af- 


fectionate — hy that endearing appellation, How great the 


privilege |—how comfortable the condeſcenſion! With hum- 
ble confidence, therefore, and with cordial—with filial affec- 
tion, we look up to Thee! and graſping not only our kindred 
and our kind, but the whole univerſe, we addreſs Thee jointly 
and i in their behalf, not as mine only, but as Thou haft taught 
us, as Our Father WHICH ART IN HEAVEN] who art 


| neceſſarily, and eternally exiſting in heaven,—in regions of 


purity of peaceful ſerenity—of intellectual light—of uni- 


verſal loye! Are we, then, Thy children the children of ſo 


great a Father! Deſcended from Thee, are we too to exiſt 
eternally ? Humbly imitating Thy glorious perfections, teach 
us, O Heavenly Father, to think—to ſpeak—and to aft as 
becomes the offspring of 0 high a Parent; and whilſt here in 
our minority, unable to enjoy, and unworthy to poſſeſs the 
inheritance we may hereafter through thy mercy attain, —O 
grant, that we may now anxiouſly cultivate thoſe diſpoſitions 
which qualify, and purſue thoſe paths that may lead us finally 
home to Thee, Our Father who art in Heaven —HAL- 
LOWED BE THY NAME,—thy great and holy Name! 


Ever, and byall be it mentioned with humble, and with hal- 


lowed lips; and by whatever appellation, or deſignation, — 
by whatever figure or form, we conceive of Thee, or pre- 
ſume to expreſs thy nature or thy name, ſtill be Thou hal- 
lowed—ftill be our minds impreſſed with awful reverence, 
n and 
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and our ſouls with grateful love. We, therefore, with prof- 


trate hearts, and with pure affetlions, bend at the throne of 


grace, before Thee Our Father, which art in heaven and on 
earth Supreme!—adoring Thee in all thy ways, works, and 
diſpenſations, both in thy natural and in thy moral worlds, 
whether we at preſent conſider them as adverſe or proſper- 


ous;—and praying that, THY KINGDOM COME,—thy 
- bleſſed kingdom of univerſal charity, purity, holineſs, and 


boundleſs love,—we humbly, yet ardently pray—that i it may 
come among us ;—thatthy ſpiritual kingdom may, in its moſt 
Pure Light, Truth, and Simplicity, 'be eſtabliſhed . in every 


heart; innocence, alas! is not there to ſupport. i it but 0 


ſtretch forth thy mercifularm; cleanſe us from fin; and build 
it on humility, ſincerity, . obedience, and loye: and when 
eftabliſhed—oh! let not the depravity of our nature,---the 
wild guſts of way ward paſſions, nor the malice and machina- 
tions of the devil, of the fleſh, or of the world, diſturb the 
intellectual harmony, nor derange or ſubvert the divine œco- 
nomy of thy heavenly kingdom. But if the full tide of ſin 


and corruptions | ſhould repel the Celeſtial Light!---ſhould 


fin grieve, or as it were chaſe away Thy Holy Spirit! and 
prevent the eſtabliſhment of thy bleſſed kingdom—change, 
graciouſly vouchfafe to change, —O Thou great Ocean of 


goodneſs and mercy! the polluted ſtreams of our evil habits 


and affeftions, into torrents of contrition and of love! that 
our ſouls, through time, and in eternity, may 'be expanded, 
and ſweetly poured forth, towards Thee—the firſt—the in- 


exhauſtible Fountain of all Good! For this happy purpoſe, 


THY WILL BE DONE IN EARTH, AS IT IS IN 
HEAVEN hy bleſſed Will thy righteous Laws, which 
Thou haſt been pleaſed to write in every heart, in ſuch cha- 


raters, as even the blackneſs of fin cannot wholly obliterate, 
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thy bleffed hh ergy ac ie 


of -hy own mnive-Bght, Kine auch fully, clearly, and moſt 


in the Goſpel of Peace, O may it more 
eee eee human 
nature, purified and ſanctified by being taken into thy glorified 


which it is done by the pure ſaints and angels in heaven. 
For that purpoſe, O Thou great Principle of moſt pure, holy, 
and divine Light! be pleaſed to ſhine on thy Word and Will 
as revealed in Thy Sacred Volume land may the Divine 


Light be ſo powerfully imprefied, and thence reflefted from 


every mind, that both we and many others may thereby be 
led into the paths of everlaſting peace; and may the inef- 


fable bleſſedneſs of thoſe who do thy Will on earth, be loudly 
proclaimed, and powerfully-transfuſed from heart to heart ;— 
Ait may transform human into divine; and mortals, by 


obeyi ing thy will on earth, be charmed with the ſupreme 
Beauty of Holineſs, and cultivating more and more every pure 
and pious aſſection, and delightful intercourſe, they feel the 


tranſcendent” bleſſedneſs of cleaving to Thee, the Eternal 
| Rock of Ages! and taſte, by ſweet” anticipation, a goodly 
meaſure of the joys of immortality, in doing thy Will on 


carth, as it is in heaven! GIVE US THIS DAY OUR 
DAILY BREAD ;—day by day, O moſt bounteous Being! 


this day, O liberal Father, do we beſeech Thee to beſtow 

upon us ſuch a portion of the bread of life, even thy pardon- 

ing, reſtraining, and aſſiſting grace! and of the true ſpiritual | 

underſtanding and comfort of thy Holy Scriptures! - as may 
_ nouriſh up our ſouls to the enjoyment of an eternal exiſtence 

in thy more immediate, and more glorious preſence in hea- 
e e eee eee for the bread which 

Thou 
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Thou hat made neceſſary for the comfort and nouriſhment 


of theſe our frail bodies. /W ſee, daily, the uncertainty; and 
the very great viciſſitudes of all worldly things; and we are 
convinced that it is our duty and our intereſt: continually to 
look-up to Thee! praying that Thou wouldeſt continue to 
open thy liberal hand. to feed us with convenient food — 
and that we may receive it with thankfulneſs and mode- 
ration; AND FORGIVE US OUR DEBTS, AS WE 


FORGIVE OUR DEBTORS. | We preſume not, O Hea- 


venly Father] we preſume not to ſolicit Thea to pardon our 
offences, unleſs we, from our hearts, firſt forgive all thoſe 
who have any way injured or offended us; fur we cannot 
expett that Thou, the Omniſcient Gop;—the pureſt, juſteſt, 
moſt equitable and moſt merciful of all Beings, wilt-pardon 
our conſtant and highly aggravated offences againſt Thee, 
our Holy Maker and beſt Benefattor ;- when-we; ſinful crea- 
wres!' dependent on Thee, and on each other, will not freely 
forgive thoſe who accidentally, or even wilfully have done 
us even the greateſt; moſt frequent, and moſt cruel wrongs: 


ill us therefore with meekneſs, charity, and brotherly love: 
and ſhed abroad in our hearts, a ſpirit of gentleneſs, of for- 


bearance, and of univerſal benevolence;—teachn 

only truly to forgive, but ſincerely to pray for, all — 3 
treſpaſſed againſt us, perſecuted, or deſpitefully uſed us; and 
even to do all the real good that we poſſibly can to both their 
body and their ſoul.--Then, O merciful Father! then ſhall 
we look up to Thee, praying with humble confidence, and 
with cordial aſſurance, that Thou wilt forgive our debts and 
treſpaſſes, as we heartily have forgiven all thoſe who have 
flandered, hurt, robbed, or in any other way treſpaſſed againſt 
vs. AND LEAVE US NOT IN TEMPTATION, -Leave 


us not to the evil one,. BUT DELIVER US FROM EVIL, - 
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guide and defend us, O moſt gracious Father !—ſuffer us not 


io be led into temptations beyond our ſtrength, and when 


unaſſiſted by thy grace to reſiſt, or to conquer. We pray not 


that we may never be led into, but that we may never be left 
by Thee! when we are under temptations. For this is a 
ſtate of trial and of diſcipline, of perpetual combat or war- 
fare; and it is not the indolent that is honoured, but the 
conqueror that is crowned. O keep us on every occaſion, 
under the perpetual and powerful influences of thy Holy 
Spirit; for the implacable malice; and the exceeding ſubtilty 
of the devil, that evil one who continually day and night 
goeth about like a roaring lion ſeeking whom he may de- 

vour,—and the frailty and utter depravity of our own hearts 


ee will Asad us powerfully, yea irreſiſtibly, into all 


manner of dangerous,—yea, of fatal temptations; and the 
ſinfulneſs of the world, and the mighty influence of cuſtom 
or of bad habits, will entangle us more and more inextricably 
therein; but Thou, O Father Omnipotent! defend us by 
thine almighty power reſtrain us by thy ſaving grace and 
deliver us from evil from thoſe evils, thoſe temptations, 
and thoſe ſins—that moſt commonly, moſt ſtrongly, moſt 
eaſily, and moſt fatally beſet us. In our own ſtrength we axe 
very weak,—in our own greateſt ſecurity utterly defenceleſs,; 
draw us therefore, Almighty Jehovah ! oh draw us with 
the cords of thy.love, from our ownſelves—unto Thee into 


thy pure, holy, and happy Kingdom of Light, Life, and Love! 


—O deliver us from the ſinful vanity of ſelf-ſufficiency— 
into- the omnipotent and compaſſionate arms of thy mercy ; 


| chere to be ſubdued from the bondage of ſelf- will, and of 


ſelf or any other created dependance;—there to be faſhioned 
after thy glorious-image:—and, O may the divine impreſſion, 


Ike n be . —0 cloath us with humility, —' 


T; gird 


fr x 0 85 ) | |; 
gird us with conflantwatchfulneſs;—and from hearts burning 
with gratitude and love, may the ſweet incenſe of unſeigned 
devotion ever riſe, pure and acceptable, to thine eternal 
throne! Thus ſhall we not be led into-finally fatal tempta- 
tions thus ſhall we be delivered from all eventual evil; 
thus ſhall we rejoice, thus ſhall we exult in Thee, Jehovah— 
Jeſus—the Counſellor, the Comforter, the mighty Lord, the 
Prince of Peace, the everlaſting Father FOR THINE 18 
THE KINGDOM, AND THE POWER, AND THE 
GLORY,—thine is the abſolute, the univerſal, and the eter- 
nal Kingdom of Light, Holinieſs,' and Love!-—Thine the 
| power omnipotent and unc6ntroulable;—and to Thee ſolely, 
and ultimately, ſhall-redound” all honour and praiſe, —yea, 
ineffable and tranſcendent glory! Knowing, then moſt mer- 
_ ciful GoD! that Thou canſt,—we faithfully and cordially 
truſt that Thou wil hear and anſwer theſe prayers and peti- 
tions, by Thee with wiſdom and condeſcenſion taught,—and 
by us with humble thankfulneſs adopted. To Thee, there- 
fore, Our Father which art in Heaven!—to Thee, myſterious 
Three in Unity,—to Thee, the incomprehenſible, the ever- 
operating, the Supreme Firſt Cauſe! be aſcribed by all things 
animate and inanimate—by all ſyſtems and worlds, viſible 
and inviſible—by all ranks and orders of beings and intelli- 
gences, from the firſt and higheſt thrones and pureſt intelli- 
genes, in the higheſt heaven—to the meaneſt and minuteſt 
inſect and atom in the laſt ſcale and loweſt depths of creation; 
—to TEE, the great Alpha and Omega—the firſt and the 
laſ.— che beginning, ſupport, and end of all things, —to Thee 
alone be for ever aſcribed all adoration, might, majeſty, domi- 
nion, thankſgiving, praiſe, and hallelujahs. And when this 
all-comprehending and all-prevailing prayer, which hath ſo 
Jong, and ſo univerſally been offered up to Thine eternal 
Thione, 
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Throne, ſhall have been fully anſwered, and the great pur- 
poſes for which it was graciouſly communicated at length 


completely, fulfilled, it may return and melt into the Divine 
Mind from whence it iſſued, (that Thou, O Gop! may be 
all in all!)—ſaying, © Father of Heaven eternal!—into thy 
boſom receive thy Meſſenger ;—for hallowed is thy Name; 
thy Kingdom being now come, thy Will is done in earth, as 
it is in heaven!—the Bread of Life is,now diſcerned to be 
learning and doing thy will, as it is revealed in the Sacred 
Scriptures! and that bread is received with gladneſs;—wilful 
ſin and treſpaſſing are no more;—no more do temptations 
lead fatally aſtray;—but, delivered from all natural, moral, 
and eventual evils, —THY Kingdom is now become uni- 
verſal;---THy Power and thy Goodneſs confeſſed ſupreme! 
---and THY Glory tranſcendent----FOR EVER AND 
EVER! AMEN.” a 


— —ñ— 


(& Dr. Graham wiſhes not to make any temporal aduantage 
of any ſpiritual matter. He therefore gives permiſſion, and 
deſires, for the benefit of the ſouls and of the bodies of mankind, 
that any one who pleaſes may reprint thts Pamphlet in the Engliſh 
or in any other language; and for the ſake of ſpreading it more 
untwerſally, it may be printed ond. of per and a ſmaller 
type, and ſold for only Sixpeng gc thouſ@dd, of them may be 
given away by rich Chriſtian ,h 
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